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Lord Major of the City of London, 


And 10 the Right Worſhipful, 
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his Brethren, 
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 ',, Right Honourable : 
S@©Z=FJheſe Scriptural Aﬀertions,at their firſt con» 
KAT YOu ception, were nor deſigned for the Pub- 
tal lique; they were only put to Paper at the 
ON deſire of thoſe, who in this City gave me 
I=5x> Gf acall ro the Cureof their fonles, and were 
"— willing to reform their wayes according 
tothe will of God. And becauſe they did confeſſe their 
ignorance of the whole Frame and Government of the 
uſeofGoDp; my aime wasto ler them ſee it,as brietly 
as I conld,ina Model taken from the patern which I have 
ſeen in the Mount, which the Scriptures have revealed. 

I would nor be large, of purpoſe, to the end thar I 
might ſtirre them up the more to Meditation, to the 
ſearching of the Scriptures, from which I have endea- 


voured to gather all; and to conference with my ſelf, 
A 2 when 
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THE P I 
when they ſhould be ar a.ſtand.- I intended nothing, bur 
according to their defire togive them private ſatisfati- 
on. yer they would not reſt there, but inſiſted to en- 
gage me to publifh cheſe Heads of thoughts (for in cffe& 
they areno'more :) Nor"was it enough to make them 
publike, but chey would have me to owne them, and to 
preſcnt youalfo with them. To all, which'you may per- 
ceive that I have condeſcended,althopgh I confeſle with 
much reluQancie. : 

Not that I am .aſhamed.to owne any thing that is 
mine, though ſo impcrfe&t as this is, andin a matter of 
ſo great conſequence, (for Iam very well conſcious to 
mine own weaknefſe, and nor unwilling that others 
ſhould perceive ir, (if it may be for their edification) 
or that I was doubrfall of any Truth here delivered, 
(for I conceive that all may be wade out to the full, if 
God ſhould give time, anda call to doit) bur that ] was 
loth to offer unto all whom | could nor know,that which 
Thad deſigned only for a few; whom in caſes of miſtake 
z, wculd be able to reftifie. I was-unwilling to ſeem 
to intermeddle to (o little purpoſe, as theſe Tracts 
arehiketobe, in matters of ſo high concernment, in a 
ſeaſon ſo fall of. diſtration, and in an Ageſo willing to 
cenſure, ſo apt to: miſtake, and ſo ready to miſconſtrue 
on all handsevery thing that hath no character of par- 
riality upon it, thongh done never ſo harmleſly : And 
then alſa 1-was afraid tobethought to ſtretch my (+lfe 
beyond my line, in making this addreſſe unto You. Bur 
Ehope that yourfavourableacceprance,and the Relation 
which 7 have to a particular Congregation in the City, 
-wIll free me from this laſt 29 a7. cg and from thc 
former Jhave been taken off, partly by the conſideration 
of greater inconveniences which might follow upon.the 
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" not yeelding,then upon the yeelding unto a publication ; 
partly by the importunity of the Call which 7 received to 
do what here is done. So that 1 hope none other con- 
firuction will be made of the publication of theſe Notions 
than ought in charity to be made z which is to believe, 
That Z being earneſtly defired to declare my knowledge \ 
of the truchot theſe matters, thought my ſelfbound to 
beare witnes thereunto, ard to fuffer my teſtimony to 
come to the light, that it might appeare that theſe works 
are done in God, that they are free from humane reſpects; 
and thar-my aim in putting them forth, is togive occaſion 
to men conſ{cionably peaceable , to confider whether yca 
or no,an agreement 1n theſe Truths ought not to oblige 
Brethren to a neerer conjun@ion of ſpirits, & profeſſion 
ofuniry, then we as yet arecome unto? and whether yea 
or no, the things wherein there is a difference of opinion, 
deſerve ſo much diſtance in affeions, as many are fallen 

into , or ought to be debatedin ſuch a way of heat as moſt 
men follow, whereby they rather diſturbe then cdifie one 
another. It is a fad thing to ſee men that are called Chri- 
ſtians and Brethren, exerciſing their wits to the diſparage- 
ment of one another in Religious matters; and to deale 
with things concerning Conſcience, lightly, paſhonately, 
and withourall ſerious and conſcionable gravity. Theſc 
\ thingsare to be deplored, bur cannot be redreſſed, withour 
 - theacknowledgement of the Truth ; nor can the Truthbe 
received without the ſpirit of L ove and Peace, which the 
Word of the Goſpel doth adminiſter only. 
-  TheLord of truth and peace reveal the ſame unto us all more 
and more; and direRt Youin your ſtation to walk therein as pat- 
terns of Righteouſnes before all others. Which, with the withes 
of proſperity unto the ſettlement of this whole State z ſhall be 


* towards the Lo & D who alone is able to fave, the conſtant 


*. Prayer of Tour HONouRsS moſt humble 
Mg and affeftionate ſervant in Chriſt, 
- IR 3 SI 4 1 N L 1R. 


+ bs 
Ps y R % oY - - _ 
ES x ' d'\-/ 


v 


Vi 


5 mn - 


SD IEEE nt, ao $5. 


—_— —— 


_— 
. 
S - 
_ 
* o 


- _—__ ——_ ” . ry = cd 
<1 
F, _ 
bh 1 
* - ” p Pp 
& : p 
p hf ; % 
4 +> d. 
— _— —_ - —_ _— * -— ww. - 
: 
- £ 
. 
” . o 
© 
I l 
« 
" 
, 
. 
- 
* 
£ - 
- . 
- . . 
- 
— je 
* 
F 
"Su 
,<q P , 
Co * 
% k 
. . * 
4 , 
- a" 


[ 
ON . 
. 
” - - 
io =" 
. - 
” _ 
' 
» 
+ 
. : * % s 
e 
» 
- 
: 
# 4 _ 
. ” 
: 
% _- ” 
, 
- 
. 


VE | SODPEDED | 


A PREFACE 
To the Chriſtian and unpartiall Reader. 


Chriſtian Reader, 
=Þ Eeing I am put npon the publiſhing of theſe brief 
Ge Tritt, 1 will endeavour by this P reface wnto thee 
Wd) hd ro make the beſt nſe thereof that'T can, both for 
k mine oWn comfort,andfor the building np of others. 
e-Ls for my ſelf; 1 ſhall be comforted in this, 
(whatſoever others may judge of the matter) that 
Tſee cleerly a Providence in this publication, Without any purpoſe 
ef mine : \ And that 1 canconceive of the things which I judge there- 
into be imperfettions , that they may prove advantages unto Gods 
main work in hu Way of uſing them ; For the brevity of each Part 
may, to ar intel/igent Reader, make the whole ſo much the more com- 
mendable ; and to one that is of no quick nuaerſtanding, although it 
will be more obſcure, yet it. Will alſo be leſſe tedious ; and may give 
to him that \s ingenions,occafion to make ſome further inquiry after 
the Truth, that his rationall Doubts may be ſutified; which, 
God ſhall enable me with grace, I ſb.ull be Willing to intend, 
" "Fs concerning others; ſeeing the ſpirits of moſt men are very 
rs 49a full of jeatoutfies, 1 ſpall therefore offer my [elf nnto then 
with the greater ſimphodey ; for being in my ſelf Without prejridice, 
FM bope'to be found rowards all without occaſion of offence ; ard as I 
ſhall be voydof partiality, ſo 1 ſhall make uſe of that liberty which 
Wa buſineſſe of this nature doth beſeem my profeſſion in the Goſpel : 
which is, to look upon all alike, to be free inthe matter, and plain in 
ſpeeches, to utter the Truth as it ts in my heart. | 
Firft then, I think my ſelf bound to declare this ; That I an 
«der a Vow ta proſecute upow'all occaſions, as long as 1 live, the 
Wayes of Evangelical reconciliation amongſt PROTESTANTS ; 
that is to ſay, Profeſſedly to ſreke," and upon all occaſions offered to 
advance, _—_ theſe that have received the Hely Scriptares for 
- their Rule, and keep to the Fundamentals of Faith and Prattice, the 
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this opportnnity fairly offered ; I am obliged, in minding my Vow, 
to Gil arge a good Conſcience; and for the love which I owe unto 
the Goſpel of Peace, to the. whale Church of Gog, and to the proſpe- 
rity and floufiſhing condition thereof in this Nation, Hd, [ome 
Overtures, which [ hope ſhall give no matter of grievance mnto any, 
but will prove edifying unto all ; at leaſt my aim ſhall be none other, 
but 10 ftir.ap thy pure minde. (Chriſtian Reader) to the thoughts of 
Brotherly kindne(ſe, of meekneſſe, and of peace ; tothe end that ſome 
wayes may be taken-up, which will help to reconcile the Aﬀettions of 
many druided abont Circumſtantials ;. to preſerve and heep entire * 
the Unity which remains about Fundamentals; and to prevent or 
cure the manifold Miſpriſions, which increaſe our confuſrons, and 
obſtrutt the Remedies of our d;ſeaſes. FN 120 
. NoW tooffer at this, 1 ſhall not cry out againſt particular faults ; 
not becauſe I think them not very hurtfall to the wayes of Reforma- 
tion, or that I think it unlawfwull in due time and place, or altogether 
unuſefull to warng all of publike dangers, when none other Remeaies 
are left : But I ſhall not ds it, becanſe it 15 more ſutable ta my ſpirit 
to ſeth to gain all to the ſenſe of neceſſary Duties, than to reprove 
b-. ſame for the negleF thereof ; becauſe my reſolution «s to follow (if 4 
þ it be poſſible) the rule of Charity ; firſt to admoniſh a Brother in 
: private, before his faults be charged upon him in publike ; and be- 
cauſe I find it the Theme of many,on all ſides, that do almoſt nothing 
| elſe : And yet this courſe doth. prove no lenitive, but rather an in- 
centive to our diſtempers. My way then ſhall be, 1. Torepreſent 4s 
$ {Re pores briefly as I can, N _— = = which hangeth over all = heads 
_ of ir. L4 þ4 wage 
by reaſon of our common faults. 2, To diſcover the cauſes whence 
our danger doth originally proceed. And 3, to offer at ſome conn{el, 
which may point at 4 way to prevent the lamentable. conſequence 
Which ts like to enſue, if nocourſe be found and followed for healing 
of onr breaches. | | 
Firſt concerning the danger wherein we are, thus in brief : 
. That we among ſt onr ſelves, almoſt in reſpect of every thing, are 
Fe all broken to peeces in our affeitions, ts very evident. 
. That 5n this _ of affefzons there is not only a diſtance of 
\parties, but much heat of oppoſution, no man can deny 6 
| at 
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That b , this heat, the al INAHONS ana thoughts of heart grow 
$i] greater and greater, eVer.y One Can perceive, 
Thatfew ſet themſelves in rhe gap,and labour to make up breach- 
6, all muſt confeſſe. 
And by reaſon of all this, (if the canſe of our unſettlement con- 
tinue long.) that we ſhall behabituated unto Breaches, even till we 
be conſumed, n0ne can juſtly doubt, but every one ſhould ſadly ap- 
prebend : becanſe the ſaying of our Lord and - Saviour is undeni- 
ably trxe, That every Kingdom divided againſt it ſelfis brought 
- _todeſolation; andevery City and Houſe Jivided apainſt it (elf, 
_ Gallnotftand, Afar. 12.2 3. If then I may parallel the untverſall 
| 0 Proteſtancie, as it i oppoſite to Poperie, wnto a K ingdome ; 
"ad the Nationall (hurches thereof, unto ſo many (ities; and the 
leverall ( ongregations of each city, unto ſo many Houſes; andin all 
e, of 1reflett upon the Breaches which are apparent unto all ; 
 Eirſt between the Lutherans and the Reformed Churches, which 
bave brought them both from 4 flouriſhing,to adefolate condition, tn 
: Secondly between each of theſe Within themſelves, by 
"their Sub-diviſions and croſſe Parties, Which have weakged all their 
frrength, and multiplied ſcandals among? them : 1 muſt needs con- 
feſſe;thur C briſts ſentence 1s verified upon them; and that the juage- 
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Wert which of old was denounced andexecuted againſt Iirael, s now 
Come to paſſe in part upon the Proteſtant Churches, and may be ac- 
compliſbed over them all, if the Cauſes thereof be not taken away by 
wrue repentance. Let us briefly conſider what the Prophet Amos, um 
bi xt chapter, ſaith unto iſrael, that We may apprehend therein 
eur own danger. Firſt he denounceth a heavy woe unto thoſe that 
tre at their eaſe in Zion, and were not prieved at the affiittion of 
Jobp ;: #amely, That they ſhould be led away captive with the 
tthatigo captive. v. 1. till, 7. (aptivity then is threatued unto 
all, but chiefly w#nto theſe. Then be. fheweth .the certainty of this 
warement, with the means by Which, and the chief canſes for which 
6 J9201 d be brought to paſſe. T he certainty of the 7udgement 1s dee 
cared, v. 8,9, 10. namely, that God hatl ſwornt by himfelf, that he 
=_” abborre their excellency aud hate their palaces, that be would 
deliver #p the City and all that Was iu it tothe enemies thereof, and 
tha be would kit with.death [uch.as remain after the , captivity 
7 the city ,althowgh Pra p men remaining in oxe ay Þ 
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Z _—_ andthe cauſes for Which this heavy Judges 
ment ſhould be thus executed; are ſet forth in verl. 11, 12,13, 14, 
The means are two He would divide them. Within themſelves. 
V-11. and he would bring a forraign Nation againſt them to afflift 
them, v.14. The caxnſcs aochiefy two; their incorrigibleneſſe in 
nnrightronſneſſe, v.12. and their pride in their own ſtrength, v. 13, 
ell theſe things are confiderable in onr preſent caſe : For this i; 
evident"; although the ( hurch of God # heavily affifted every 
where , and the Saints throughout the world have great cauſe to 
mourn, yet that muſt of us take onr eaſe, and veſt contented in the 
enjoyment of our Vittories, and that we grieve for nothing ineffeft 
but becanſe we have uot all our Will accompliſhed againſt the n4verſe 
party With whom we are in conteſt about particular concernm-nts ; 
and u4 for other thingy befides, we are ſeenre and careleſſe, we take 
our plenſures to the full Without reſtraint, and We grieve n0t at 
the affiittion of Joleph, but in e ffe we do even as Joſephs brethren 
did, they ſate down to tat bread when they had caſt their Brother 
ztoa pit, Gen. 37.24,25: So We who heretofore have helped to 
bring our Brethren of the Palatinate and of France , into the Pit 
wherein at this day they ſit ; now being at our eaſe, We minde not at 
all their intereſts. If then our finne i« the ſame with that of Tſrael,to 
feek. our pleaſure and eaſe , and to enjoy it to the fall ſo far as we 
have gotten it ; . certainly our. puniſhment will be the ſame. With 
theirs alſo : fir God hath as juſt cauſe to ſweare that he doth at- 
borre- our excellence and hate our paluces, as he did theirs; and 
be hath no leſſe pow nowto'puniſs-this Nation with captivity 
and mortality,” then be had heretofore to pumſh that : Ana to me 
it is apparent, that he hath ſet the fame Means awork , and for the - 
ſame Canuſes, againſt us now;>- which thin were threatned againſt 
them. eAgainſt them the Prophet threatned, ſzying, Behold the 
Lord commandeth'; © and he will ſmite rhe- great houſe with 
breaches; andthe liccle honſe with'clefts': thar #, he will divide 
you, and-break.your ſtrength to peeces ;. for, ſaith he, Shall horſes 
nin upon the. rock? will one plow there with oxen ? - for ye 


| kaveturned judgementinto gall, and the fruit of rightcouſneſſe 


into. hemlock. Thar it, Tow'mwſt be broken to preces , becanſe 
you-cannos otherwiſe be male "foi nd uſefull mnto Gods fer- 
ive; fir you are hardued in your frones tike a rock, upon _ 
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the fririt of God-camer _ and bave: a free allare : - Nor By h oc. 
Jan be manared 45 4 projucabl: hubaniry unto Fac F hrs a Gods ſpirit 
Miniſtry, Which 4s appointed to plow up your fallow-greund, becauſe ©") pificd, 
Jehare not c e of being plowed by reaſon of our ſtony heart, Jan 
which. 14. {o bardned in the Wayes of iniquity,, that you. have NY ng 
turned fudgement wnto gall, and the frat of Riphteouſneſſe. into Kc. 


bþ.... Jortover, you rejovce ina thins of nou By oxen, the 
) Je! 5 0 ght, and you Miniſters of 


beaf your. ſelves of your ſtrength, ſaying, that you have taken 
horns ( power to defend and aſſault ) by your own ſtrength: ed t _ 


_ "therefore, behold faith the Lord God of hoſts, I will raiſe up 9. 9, 10,11- 
againlt you, O houſe of 1irael, a Nation, and they ſhall afflich v. 13. 
| from xhe entring in of Hamath, unto the river of the wil- 
cernelle. This is.that Which was denounced and executed againſt 
| Aſrael; this we ſee hath been the caſe of the Proteſtant (hurches 
oe manks ; and may we not noW ſay wnto England, or coGreat 
taut.n like manner, to this (ame effett 
Behold the Lord hath commanded in the way of hu Fuſtice, an 
pill: fþirit of Diviſion to appeare amongſt you ; for he. hath ſmit- 
tex. Jar. great houſes with breaches, and your little houſes with 
Uefts;; there are avifions and (ubdiviſrons amongſt you at home, 
by which he doth fit you for the ruine which is determined againſt 
Jan. from abroad.y and all by reaſon of your other ſinnes hs 2 
7am are. hardened; for you pervert {nſtice, and cannot be reformed - 
becauſe you truſt to the power and ſtrength Which you have gotten 
tq_ your ſelves, therefore God will bring from abroad enemies 4 
Sauuſt you, mho ſhall affiict you, «s beretofore barh been done to 
"Uber! i, Except you feare the Lord, and his goodneſſe by which 
he det h yet ſpare. you, and be ſo Wiſe as to prevent this Pudgement 
with fperdy Repontance. | 
«oa tefbe@ of God, this 59 the danger nndex which we tie. In ve« 
Jet of Men, all the forndatians of the earth, alt grounds of ſettle 
wenn 4d Rutes of government, are foaken and ont of frams. For 
SR {ol agar aur ſelves in reſfiett of that which is Within + How 
' Tittle pare and compaſſion there is of the Poor, of the oppreſſed ani 
flat; ha impoſſible it i to expedite the. waxes. of relief fir , 
13 hoWreieen they.are to break; forth into. ruamiry and thjcnm 
litiefai band. trift thers is. to be found #- '2 
i (led; Brevliver 5; hom: ſeomre' We aro "of 1h# 
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; event of our Diviſions ; how eagerly moſt men are carried to 
proſecute the deſignes of a Party , Without regard to the Publike ; 
how many croſſe Intereſts are proſecuted by oppoſite Parties in the 
State, which obſtrutt all proceedings : How the Church is broken to 
peeces within it ſelf , and in the very Principles of a true ſertle= 
ment ; how that whichiscalled the preſent Church, is clogged and 
obſtrutted in the way of Reformation , and in the aime = meanes 
ro compal([e it ,. is diſtant from the authority by which it is to be 
ſupported ; dnd how that which ſeems to be eſtabliſhed, is ſet upon 
a ſandy foundation. If (TI ſay) we look, mpon theſe things Within, 
and then in reſpett of that Whith is without, We take notice of the 
diftance at which We ſtand from the veſÞ of the beſt Reformed 
{hurches, and of the Fudgement Which they make of our pro- 
ceedings. (1 ſay) if all this be laid together, as to Man; every 
one that hath eyes, muſt needs foreſee our inevitable rnine , if we 
continue rhus ; and that it is impoſſible for us to ſubſiſh long in 
this condition. 

{ teer it is, That if every one be left in his outward and publike 
wayes to the liberty of his own Will, to croſſe and oppoſe his neigh- 
bonr, and affront hins as he pleaſeth; that we ſnall need none other 
enemy to deſtroy us beſides our ſelves. 

| But-if now inthe middeſt of our unſettlements, many enemies 
take their advantage to watch over us to cauſe us halt ; if they. 
blow dililigently the coals of our divifions, ſupporting themſelves 
only with this hope, that the flame which is bindled amongſt us, Will 


at laſt burne us up to aſhes, and that they may yet triumph over 

*s therein 5\ And if few ds either obſerve their Wayes to diſcover 

them, or endeavour by. faithfull counſel to ſout the door upon 

them ; then we may infallibly conclude, that our defolation wilt 

_ '0vly bt certainly, but ſpeedily accompliſhed. eAvd this ts the 
gr 


remt concerve we all are at this time. 


| Nc adrryoes we ts 
wt laps, ahev. unto others, . Bug this is @ way wherei piries 
a irs 


_— \ . be 1 '4 ? 
* _ = oy 


WT RD TEE _ wm 


The Preface ro the Reader, 
I TTI———————_—_ = 
pwalk.;' and men, as men, ſeeks rather to juſtifie themſelves 
e the world, then to reclaim with meckne(ſe others from the 
error of their wayes before God. But I ſhall look to this laſt duty 
# the firſt place ; and then let the other come as it may, if need be, 
that is, incaſe 1 find my ſelf ſuſpebted or arcnſed wrong fully. Nor 
ſell I meddle with matters of State, to mute the canſes of Our 
miſery to the miſcarriages of Publike deſigns,or to the perver/nes of 
the counſels,or the wickeanes of the Inſtruments thereof. It is no part 
of my calling,to trace Polititians inthe crooked & ſerpentine wayes 
wherein they Walk, The Intereſt of States 3s a troubled Sta full 
of bideons Monſters, and hidden Rocks, whereupon the men of this 
world make ſhipwrack, ; and therein all the Nations and great 
Families of the earth are toſſed up and doWn according ty the 
fanies of the Raters, whoſe ainme ( though under other pretences ) 
is mothing elſe but greatnefſe and command , \'to be {ipported by 
riches and power - My ſoule enter thou not into their counſel, for 
there ir no truth in their Wayes, there is no faithſulneſſe in their 
worth; their inward part is very wickedve(ſt : eAnd that our 
diſtrattions proceed from this generation of men, and from the 
Counſel; which ' are taken np upon their Principles , there is no 
queſtion to be: made. But 1 ſhall leave them unto.God, to be' 
N in his oVon time; eAnd walking in mine own ſphere, ſhall 
ſrake nnto thee that art a (briſtian indeed , of things belong-- 
mg to our Relipious profeſſion ; to diſcover at the root the 
canſes- of our difeaſe , which I conceive 1s nothing elſe but' 
the corrupt Profeſſor of the true Religion, whereof we muſt ail 
confel our (elves guilty, every one of us,. more or leſſe :\ 
eb how to Reforms, firſt- in our ſelves, and then in others, 
will be a profitable enquiry. 
*- If the Truth had not been manifeſted unto us, we ſdould have 
w finne; but now ſince we have known it, and held the profeſſion + 
qi in nwrighteou/neſſe,ve have no cloakh_for own femme + We ought” 
then to confeſſe and deplore that vr profeſſionus corrupted two wayes. 
Firft , that moſt. of us, although-we-are not ignorant of the Truth; 
Jt we cannot deny but that we have hoft the truc aime of the holy 
' profeſſion thereof. Secondly , that although ſome aimes bo right- 
by fet, and the profeſſion : of 'maany commendable ; yet for the 
waoſt part, the meancand Wayes of proſecnting the ſame, are either 
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nat anſwet-ablr unto rhe. Ruler ef Chriftianiy, ar elſe &rely deftrus 

3 8 Hye thereunto, | 

"Whar the aim ,. The. trae aim. of the: Holy prefeſſ 08 14, to foevv forth un« 

| + oxgp age? to this.evill wer ld the life and vertnes of Lo .mho bath called 
| bow we fail of = we; bg Ks 1g doane. And. glory. T he Truth which Wwe know, 

ir, aud which bythe Geſtel 45 revealed unto 18 ,. 14 the teſtimony of 
eſs; . that in hins- alene' there uu Redemption from all ſunnes ; 


that by him alone there us all ſufficiencie of Grace to be __— 


cones wv Mrs " 


OO vb vlrangh Eby hiifor. hs ſake alone wee have free us 
E- . ' by: the! Shoes #60 whe. Father 5 that. the titles and names 
4 of King, { aptainy and Forerwmner', of Apoſtle, Prophet and 


High Prieſt, of - Author and Finiſher of our {alvatin, do be- 
long to him alone, and that he beg alenethe Way, theTruth 
ang. the Late, #0 042.cau come to the Father but by him; this 
6. tp hers a14y Ac ages this. wee doe maintaine and pro 
faſſe x6 the Truth-abne: wha can: fay that the true aime of thu 
Profeſſton, i4 raken up and followed as it ought. to be ? this aime 


” 4440 - follow him 4s RG ehildren , expreſſing hins in hs life-y 

j- that 6, ut tus lowly. '3 1ſt holy, and unklameable converſation 

E amongſt men z 4 bus death ;'that 14; 1n- hu moriified, h:s 
ſelf. » his. efflifled., bys mecke-and humble. condition 11 


this world. 1 ſay; this aime is not taken up. and. maintained in 

. this profe efſion of - the Truth; yet we know that this ſhould be our 

ame z and becauſe ve know \it 4 and: dee it. not , there 

fare. our finne 14 heavy upon #4.; therefore theſe judgements doe 

: overtghe us , and God doth revenge the Ouarret of h1s Cove- 
' Matthat6.24, HO againſt ; The Covenant 15., that: Wee being .in Chriſt 
. Kom. 8. 17. ſhall beare. bus Croſſe and follow him ; that. we ſhall: ſuffer 10 
4 »2 Cor. Gy 17. oor and be ſeparate from the world With him; and if wee 
wer. the wncieave things, thereof ,- we. buue a promije thi! 
”: il receive ues. Bet who 48 it $hat dove tryly 41M 


of 

Wouhat: s Ac oj dens 1 wa tha. . , .Ah 
we die. called, t6\ſecky' and 

3 m— _—_ Wee are. Called ta-be conformable Ra 
Fur tm *_ that ity ts b8 ne-mwayes TA 
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wable wnto this World : but if we mind no" ſuch thing, how can 
We be ſaid to maintzine the true aime of our holy profeſſion ? 
The” Sorinians who have caſt off the Truth Which is in (briſt 
FL Concerning our JHlfearie before God , and have made 
the acknowledgement of his Perſon in the Truth, void, by their 
Herefierztheſe aphold fill the aime of the profeſſion, namely, that 
yet wiviſt follow his foor-ſteps : but wee who are convifted of the 
truth which they have denied , ſeeme to deny (at leaft in ony 
prattiſe') that Which they uphal4; and conſequently make the 
' ihith" it ſelfe Which" we acknowledge, ineffetuall 5 by onr' pro- 
feſſion thereof ; becauſe our aime is not in fimplicity anſWer- 
able," but rather cyoſſe in all appearance” unto the- tenour of the 
ew Covenant, and the end of onr (heavenly calling. Now if 
' the maine and principal aime be loft in our walking with God; 
bow «ea the be "at peace with tus, or we With him? can two 
walke together cept they be agreed? and 'avre theſe agreed 
Whoſe \atmes are different > doth not hee know the ſecrets of all 
learts, that he may reward every one according to his Works ? 
what then can we expett from him other , then to reap the fruit 
of "The ſeed which we ſowe 2 for We ſolu #o the fleſh worldly aimes 
"the "field of 4 retgions profeſſion; and can we expett any 
Drarveſt' frrom- thence but tronble "and confuſion ? This then 
* the firſt 41d maine cauſe of all our diſtrattions, that the true aing 
of owr Profeſſion ts for the moſt part loft amongit 1. 
"The ſecond canſe of vir publike diftrattion is this; that al- 
thowgh for the maine , a” Worke of Reformation is \truly aimed 
Bf foe + and many particular matters tending thereunto, are 
rhrly deſigned by many, for the advancernent of Religion : yet 
the" meanes to bring this aime and theſe deſignes to paſſe , are 
not at all proportionate t0 the effeth intended thereby. The 
work-of Reformation ( no doubt" heartily - aimed at. by ſome”) 
Pg Freall' and thorongh purging of- the arch and $ rate from 
> opera which have go = * Fo be _ 
a a ſettlement of both in a way iohteonſneſſe': I ſay that | 
Jos" a; red fi this; and 1 rradfile beleeve it ; but how m—_—_ __ 
ry there are; Got alone doth know. Sure T am Wee canmt 1; ad 
Aſcerne very many, that have nothing elſe m their aim ; but why we come - 


that "oſt men, are very fierce in their private, and ry cold ſhoct of it». 
para oat nlly oper mY 
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inthe pablike occaſions, wee can eafily diſcern; and et their ('rue- 


— 


rant both With God and man doth otherwiſe oblige them. And would 
to God there Were not ſome that did make the asme of a Religions 
Reformation, a meere pretence to compaſſe their owne worldly 
ends : and; 4 ſnare to entrap others into difficulties. 1 ſhall not 
wedadle with the State, the. Cluurch'is my tadke at this time 
but 1 finde, that to advance this Reformation in both , the 
meanes uſed are very diſproportionate to the effeft , not only 
in reſpett of the way, wherem many of the Reformers Walke in their 
on thoughts, but alſo inreſpet} of their manner of concurrence eve- 
ry one with another. \ 

' The way wherein moſt men walke in their thoughts to Re. 


forme the State, bath no' relation unto Chriſtianity , bat onely 


to the 'wiſdeme of the world ; and the Way by which they ſeeke 
to reforme .the Church, hath as little relation unto Charity, but 
1s either: carried in the way of Likerty, or of Authority; for men 
watke by one Rule of Prudencie in State matters, and by a: 
ether is (hurch affaires : as if a (hriſtion in his civill em- 
ployments .might att Without a Relation unto the will of Chriſt; 
or in (burch-matters, might either pleaſe himſelf alone , without 
a relation tobu Brethren., or might uſe all the power Whereunto 
he can pretend, without a compliance and condeſcenſion to the weak, 
Theſe falſe Principles of Reformation , make men inconſiſtent 
with themſelves both in Church and State : here they att one 
Way by this Rule, and there another way by that Rule, and [onc- 
times they jumble both wayes together , and look_at once with 
Wo faces in the. ſame buſineſſe different wayes. T he ſimplicity 
and truth of Chriſtianity u by this meanes loſt in the Aim, ara 
with it all true Prudencie in the Deliberation ; and theſe tWo 
being gone, men are teft wnto the counſell of their own heart-, 


and, betake themſelves inthe execution of their deſignes , as well 


5 the. one as the other (phere, tothe tricks and comrivements. of 
Policie,' or: to. main poWer and ftrength. And thus it falls ont, 
that even the beſt and moſt hearty Reformers, walking as Men, 


 3n ſpiritual undertakings, fall ' into . different wayes , take " 


different Maximes Rules; and atting according to the ſame, 


| ( becamſe t: reſpeft nat the Maximes and Rules of holy (om- 


- 


mwnion in Chriſtianity ) they makg uſe of all their ſtrength ” 
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Work.” 4 ml Whiles they are wholly bent and. poſſeſſed ( as rex 
naturally are ) with the choughts and affeftions of their own way 


and de ut; they look, upon others, no more as upon (bri- 
: fans," but as upon 4 Party: Becauſe the ſimplicity of the Holy 


Orepfh rbemg loſt. mm the Aime ," and the Rules of Holy Prudencie 
fir the Communion of Saints, being laid aſide in the Work ; and 
mer baving forgotten that they are called to be Brethren, and 
members of one another , in their relation to Chriſt ; they af# no 
qore in thy, ( though otherwiſe godly men, and hearty towards 
4 Reformation. )' 45 men of godlineſſe ,' and truly reformed from 
the world, but as men intereſſedin a Party of the world; fr ſuch 
ar ſuch a Defigne ; to gain, or to oppoſe thu or that Purpoſe. eAnd 
becauſe tha frame of ſpirit even in the beſt of us all (if we look, 
wot carefully to our ſpirits) may be found more or leſſe,; there- 
fore .the _Meanes of our Reformation \.are diſproportionate 
wnto the. End for which they. are Wadert Men ; and this, be- 
#qufe they 'are not put forth by us in Gods way, Which alone-can 
edifie his {{\bhurch , and without which no deſigne therein can 
; ANT: when the «Authours of our Reformation att thus , and 
-are_ifted by a_ Principle of Diviſion within themſelves; how can 
they be brought to a hearty concurrence one With anther, except 
4 Way. can be. found to reftifie thu Fundamentall error in every 


ft 


ave another by different coptrivements abow the fame 
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Some minde the Work. fucereh for 3t ſelf, \ "althon 


they now 
and then miſtake the Rules by which they ſhould Wath ; Some 
mind the work, only to gain ſome temporalt advanrages by it , 
And. ſome mnde tt only to ſpie the fawlts , and ſtop the pro 
ceedings of the Aﬀors. Now if our conftitution be Nach, that 
nothing can. be done effeitwally in the Publike , Without (ime » 
each (ors of theſe Agents, Whenſoever they lift to Wave a hand 
in the buſimeſſe : it 1 apparent that no meanes can be imployed 
ſuccesfully towards the thorough Reformation of any thing. For 
the V pright man failing ( as we all as ) to walk by A Rale 
( which u bis ſtrength ) he eaſily ## draws by the Worldling into 
a Plot, to do things for ſome End which is not anſwerable to 
the ſimplicity of x Goſpel ; and aſſoon as any ſuch thing 7 in 
agitation , the third Agent , who #t alſo intereſſed in State- 
contrivements , ſteps in *to_obſerve and obſtratt or overthrow 
their proceedings + And hence it 1s that the-means of an intended 
Reformation, well@peant by "many ,' and" ſet afuot by ſome , are 
uxſuccesfull i the event , becauſein the proceedings and uſe of 
Aﬀeanes there 14 no ſarableneſſe, bnt' rather a de flradive qua 
tity unto the advancement of wr hon. For in every thing tha? 


58 propoſed or taken in — e jealbyſie of a Party dath 


come in\, which over-ruling the Affeftions by worldly conſidera- 
tions; raiſer an odteſſ,” _ A boar every thing CONcermmnyg 
every part and circumſtance of the work; by which means the 
de figne , though never ſo juft and harmleſſe in it felf, is either 
fifled in: the conception , or» rp becomes abortive before the 
time of flvongth ; or a bin o ſo loug* continuance, that in end 
there 44 no ſtrength left rs or oe this is briefly 
” icy ok het "Why 
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greater hinderances to the generall work, ; whiles men that ure 
thereby ſtinted within themſebves., reſt arirfied in their own pri 
wate wayes; and by leaving the thoughts of a publike Communion, 
they prove oppoſites thereunto, When they admit. of wothing that 
14.not every way agreeable unto their particular .Contrivements, 

1 am perſwaded that many able men throughout the K ingdowe 
have many excellent things in readineſſe, which might be uſefully 
applied to the edification of the Churches, both for the ad- 
zancement of Knowledge and of Godlineſſe , if the Wayes of our 

Settlement Were cleared. But now as matters ſtand, 1 cannot 
look, otherwiſe upon their excellencies, but as upon the ſcattered 
Jones of '.a building not yet framed, and as upon the furniture 
of a houſe Whoſe model .is neither apparent, nor yet well under= 
froed by any. Therefore although there be many men in theſe 

Churches of eminent abilities, and Veſſels of great honour, fit for 
very good nſes in the building of this T abernacle : Ts becauſe 
the Rule and way of their Brotherly communion and correſþon- 
deiicie is not determined as it ought to be, they ſtand ( though 
6 their private ſphere profitable as to God, yet) as tothe Church 
Aſcleſſtzn the Communion of Saints. For the Parts of the build- 
wg not being ſet together , their ſerviceable gifs are not int 
played as Foints ſhould be in the Body to make up.and compatt 
the whole : «And for Want of this aime and endeavour., by all 
that they do , they bring nothing forth unto per fettion. 

.d bave briefly pointed at the Cauſes of our Diſeaſe ; that thou 
majeſt conſider thy ſelf ((hriſtian Reader ) as in the preſence of 
God, how thou art led, by what ſpirit thou art guided, and hoW 
thou ſhouldeſF free thy ſelf from the guilt of comributing further any 
canſe or matter of continuance to our Diſtempers. Now the Lord 
£rant us all grace,to do all things without murmurings CW ſputings, 
#4 his glory, unblameably in Love. Amen. 

. Tam in the laſt place to ſpeak of the Remeates of this corrupt Pro- 
Rfſion of the true Religion * eAvd if 1 ſhonld emer at large upon 
this tack , 1 ſbould be obliged to write a Volume : but my purpoſe Fr, 
ondy.to name the Heads of things neceſſary to be intended and Set a 
work, t0aduance our Reformation, and redreſſe the Evals which 
Athrtaten oxr finall ruine Alps 4 thou ( 1 par ay art 
 Convittedof the wſefilne(ſe thereof thou mayeſt contrivurte im thy wa 
what thou canſt thereunto, (c 2) T, be 
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fund * yy a diſeovery if rh eings yoo TX ft which will helpe to 
hr xt24 At vheroor; by als ay the cauſe which Fo 
na on SES of that rh will helpe to prevent 
a ome eanſes of increafin the aiſtem- 
blick diſtraQi- po to propagute ard'contimine the Ne. WS 
4 T. have my opinion that the canſes which bevet ony 
diftenspers , are pers Want of the true aime- in the holy pro- 
fefſton, aud: the' difpreportionatues af the meanes uſed to proſe- 
ente the true” and lawful aims of the Reformation which wee 
Sethe to reftifie the inward Hyporrifie of the heart is only Gods 
Worke ; but to ewe x and convitt mens conſciences of it, 
may be the worke of his ſervants by the right interpretation and 
2 ay m__— application of the "word, as the Apt eeth þ Cor. 14... 
cauſe. of our 24, *25+ Tet the- bare diſcovery of- vice or error and the con- 
diſcaſe, vittion'of a naturall nan that hee 1» gnlty of it, 1s not enowgh 
ro remedie the evill diſpoſtion of his ſpirit or to beget 4 true 
tine '#n him to anſwer the heavenly call; nothing can doe this 
but God by the diſcovery of the truth in the lovelineſſe there- 
of ; When. hee  Liverh faith to the elef# by the engrufred word, 
wherein they receive the" love of the trmh, which perifieth their 
ſouler, and maketh them obedient therounts throngh the ſpirit : 
unto this work? of God the fairbfull Miniſters of the Word are 
ſubſervient, when they hold forth the Truth in ſmeerity ard 
manifeſt the epowleſye of the Yes and mT W God in the face 
of fefw Ci 
"ſt remedy then, wit bee to Joey yre” wp Miners who 
Wo x thes Myſtery of *Godlinefſe ordinarily to preſſe and 
preach the maine-.things which diſcover the- life ye) ſpiritual e- 
wy of. - a the Fm S in. him, that their hearers may 
w, firſt, Gravel t that life is whereunto they are cal- 
ted : £ * wen what Kh life and Pate Where 
meh ate by-nature from which they- are called: and this ſhould 
bee done not ſo much by an inlargement of themſelves upon m4- 
particular branches aid rwi "of duties" us. mpon the mani- 
brevis of the Principle#' and eſſeiitiall' properties” of the -ſpiri- 
mall and carnal man," from Whenge * "the" knowledge of axuties 
Wl of it ſetfe flow :'T the nat" meane that. the preaching of 
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_ '* that - - ny 7 ef th _ diſcover the hidden man 
art both in reſpeth of the Righteouſneſſe of the ftiritnal, 
T7 of the wnrighteouſneſſe of the Aly 4% L few # regen 
ly and. ordinarily ſo propoſed, as from the diſcovery of thar 
which is conformable or inconformable unto the image of Co; 
life in C hrift, all particular antics ſhould bee deri Kg. and preſ- 
ſed upon the conſcience ; and' I beleeve that becauſe goaly and 
uAlons men communly ſpend more of their ftrength in matters 
partreular concernment then in ſuch a fundamentall courſe : 
that "two evils ariſe from thence mnto the hearers, and one 
» the Miniſters themſelves, Firſt, that the naturall corrup- 
tions of the hearts of all men, remaine in ſome altogether, in o- 
thers in a great meaſure undiſcovered at rhe root ; by which 
wears they ſtill conceiving well of themſelves, or better than 
oupht, are not truly humbled before God; and mortified 
anto the world, but live ſtill as men in the World, and take up 
the profeſſion of Religion in the performance of certain duties, 
than in the purſuit of a heavenly call to come unto 
Chrift Jeſus. Secondly, that ſuch as are ingennons and have 
tafted the Kingdome of God, and therenpon are gotten into 4 
hatred of" the world, being fervent in ſpirit to ſerve the Lord, 
are driven,. by the mach preſſing of particular duties, to an 0- 
ver atting zealc ; either againſt or for ſome perſons or athons, 
Which" zeale having no temperament of love, meekneſſe, and le- 
. ity," to heale and beare with the infirmities of the weake, or 
to bring their one proceeding with them home to the true aime 
of the Bol profe ſion which is to diſcover (hriſt unto thoſe that 
ye aftary from him, they are ſo farre from edifying the ( harch 
7b their forwardneſſe, that they rather liftark and de- 
thing they meddle Withall ; but if they were inſtru- 
Red. by heir roncd to underſtand the way ohecels ( brift did 1 12.19,26.0 
to ſhew'judgement unto the Gemiles ; namely, that be did 
apr" ſtrive, nor cry, nor cauſe any man heare his. voyce 1 
the fireets : that hee. did nor+ break the bruiſed reed, nor 
quench the ſmoking flax tilt hee ſend forth judgement unto 
wvieory. If I fay they were targ't to knew him in this,. 4s i 
all other things, and were obli ged to judge themſelves in all their 
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th 


 gimes, to doe nothing out of the Way of conformity unto him | 


in his walking in the fleſh, they would eaſily refrain from the 
inrtemperancy of their paſſionate zeal, for, or againſt particu. 
lar matters which reach not unto the heart of the profeſe 
107M. ; 

4 The evill which in this conrſe of preaching doth befall unts 
the Miniſters themſelves, who otherwiſe are Godly and holy men, 
& thus ; that they eaſily overſhoot themſelves, either by preſſing 
a particular duty tov much and indiſcreetly laying too great 
weight upon it towards all without diſtinttion of caſes, Whereby 


the weaker conſciences are ſtraitned aud enſnared ; or by apply- 


ing a duty unto matters of ſtate and publick. relations to the 
prejudice of one party for the advantage of another npon reports 


or miſtakes and miſconſtruttions of matters, from whence oft times 


great ſcandals and diſcontents ariſe, and are fomented to the 
widening of breaches without all hope of reconcilement : If the 
Miniſters prefſe not the fundamentall aime of the profeſſion ; but 
reſt in the delivery of theoretica{ truths, and the application 
thereof wnto particular duties ,It is no great Wonder that their 
bearers renaain ignorant of it, and Walke not wp to it; and it 
wHſt naturally follow, that all the care whereunto their conſci- 
ence will draW them im their profeſſion, will bee nathing elſe, 
but a profeſſsion of ſome particular tenets and prattiſes for which 
they Will ſtrive as for life and death : nat that I think that + 
ny truth or righteous prattiſe rightly to be "eſteemed or neg- 
lefted; but that all the Theorie of the world, and. all the per- 
formances that can be wrought in particular dutics may bee 4 
matter of meere Hypocrifie in the profeſſor ; and- nothing elſe 
but an occaſion of ſtrife and diſturbance towards thoſe to wha 
OHr profeſſion ts adareſſea, if the true aime of the holy profeſſion bee 
nat minded * the teaching then of the aime of our profeſſion (by Gods 
bleſſing upon the word of his. ſervants) may reiifie the purpoſe of the 
hegrers in-their profeſſon, and cure the firſt and fundamentall cauſe 
of all Onur diſt empers ; ana if oBce this radicall cauſe be taken awa), 
the [e ecundary Which is but a ſtreame_ flowing from that fountain,wil 
Joon be dried wp,: by the heat of true loveand ſincerity which will 
I po w_ of the affettions of thoſe that in the Spirit follow 
6/46 [, BYiff. 
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The Preface to the Reader. 
For as | the ſecond (anſe of 'onur Diſtempers, viz. the want of The Remedy 
Proportion in the ems uſed towards a throwgh Reformation, to, %* the ſecond 
produce the Effet intended thereby, js an effett of the firſt : So the Cauſe of our 
ſecond Remedy of that evil, will be a conſequence of the firſt, namely Diſcafes 
the way of doing all things in love. For he that aimeth at nothing 
wehe way of hs Profeſſion, but to follow Jeſus Chriſt, will find that 
he in his way of walking did proportionate all his unaertakings tg 
the end for which he did them, by the manifeſtation of Gods love 
to thoſe towards whom he did make his application. And becanſe 
#here is little or no ſincerity of Brotherly love apparent in the ufe of 
the Means which are ſer a foot for the advancement of a Reli 0L0HS 
Reformation among ſt us ; therefore every thing Which is done by 
many of us, is attogether unſutable ta the end for Which it is per- 
formed : for although the thing which is done., be in it ſelf ne- 
ver fogood and juſt ; yet if the fpirit of Divine love ao not go along 
with the performance of the 2 there will be no proportionfound 
therein to reach the end for which it is to be: undertaken; becanſe 
there is nothing but love that can fit every thing to the good of thoſe 
iv whom it is done. The «Apoſtle ſaith , that there is neither 
circumciſion available in Chriſt Jeſus, nor uncircumciltion, but Ga1.5. , 
Faith which worketh by Love; The objett- of Faith is (hriſt, 
when we take him in the Covenant 4s our aime to be fouyd.in him : 
and if this Faith hath any life in us, and is not a meer berball pro- 
Fſſion, it will be operative in'that Love wherein He did. all his 
' Works amongſt men, and tovvards his Father. The eApeſtle 
 Peaking of tho Rate byxwhich we ſhould Walk, as children of God, 
giveth us this charge, Ephel. 5. 2. Walk ( faith he) in love, as 
Siri alfo hath loved us and hath given himſelf for us. J1f ther 
wr aime is Chriſt, it will appeare' that the chief thing wherein our 
conformity with Chriſt muſt ſtand, will be the exerciſe of love to- 
Waras the —_— Gods fake, and of Holineſſe to. he ſeparate 
from the world ;- aud when we ſhall reflet# upon the wje of the Means 
hich are ſor afoot and put in the hands-of moſt men for the ad: 
Vancement of our Reformation, we ſhall find thav nothing 15 lo much 
wanting bothun the framing of the counſels, and-in the EXCOMI 108 of 
#he works, as the fpirit of Brotherly love, and .of Holineſſe : and 
wheres theſe two are: deficient in thoſe Who att a Reformation, 
ahat canthe cvent be other then diſorder and confupion *. 
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. Same "Afi altogether by. the way and yn the means of Chr;.. 
ftian liberty, ſome by the way and in the menns of Chriſtian 
Anthority; but becauſe neither of theſe for the moſt part are 
atted by the ſpirit of love to one another, or by the ſpirit of 
Holineſſe to bee ſeperate from the world, and from their owne 
sntereſts in what they doe ; | therefore they att ' nothing for, bat 

ainſt one another, as if Chriſtian Liberty and Chriſtian An. 
98 were things altogether inconſiſtent ; and ſo the means 
which ſhould advance both the one and the other part of ogy 
fpir tnall conftitntion, are not only ineffettuall, but offenſive and 
deſtruftzve to each other, becanſe wenther the defire of liberty, 
ner- the pretence of Authority are pat forth in the ſpirit of love, 
#0 ſerve others thereby in true Holineſſe, but a certain intereſt 
of ſtate # rather look't _ both mayes, which makes both the 
path of Liberty and of Awuthority to become wunchriſtian to thoſe 
that walke therein With partiality and worldly aimes, and thr 
u"the only cauſe why all our works and proceedings of thu n- 
ture doe miſcarry ; becanſe many of thoſe that are the Attors 
thereof in making nſec of the means doe not, for the moſt part 
minde the golden Rales of ſpiritual /proportion and prudency for 
edification., which are the lawes of :L.ove aud Holineſſe.; . but m 
ſtead of theſe are carried ſometimes,” even in their beſt ations, 
by a Rule of humane Fealoufie , Which begets nothing but Paſſion 
and Policie : «And this once being diſcovered, doth wholly blaſt 
their proceeding , and maketh all the means, thongh otherwiſe in 
thenſelve never (3 powerfull ; wholly diſproportionate wto the 
effebt. | td | 


T he ſecond Remedy then is this : That godly Miniſters, Whom 
1 look; upon as the \chiefs Aftors of our Reformation, and ſuch 4s 
muft-pur life into the Meanes thereof, "muſt firſt ſet their oWn 
(1 aright"in chit frame of Love und Holineſſe 4 and then ftirre 
up ond.eviotherits rhe (onriſels and Deliberations mhich theſe Priv- 
cipler,” according to the Word of GOD', will ſuggeſt. And 


beearſe in the ny of Defiemcr Which" tend ante publike 
good it is apparent that 'ow all fides a'(*anenrrence is ſought for 
theſe that aft in the affairs; of Stare,with thoſe that ave {e 


inthe Church to aft for Chriſts kingdowe : and that as Moles 
-conld not be withom favon ar firſ mar eve pay 
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$a Aaron could, nos be Without Moles at taft. when the prople Wat 
to march through the Wilderneſſe ;- nndthat neither the —_ the: 
other durſt "go 4-ftep for\pard without 4 direftion from God in their” 
Wwayes.; therefore in the concurrence of Statermen and Miniſters - 
tomards a Reformation by the uſe. of the meantsg_ both Moſes ant” 
Aaron muſt walks by one Rule of Ghyiſtianity, whereof the end 14 
bratherly love. and holineſſe, and not by -tmo different rules, as the 
-cuſtome of moſt men is, and if the Miniſters ſuffer themſelves to 
be taken off from thu aime by any pretence whatſoever , oy 
dpr 10 labour, to hv goat Reſolutions. of the Maſter- Builders - 
us ehe common wealth, accerding to theſe Rules ,, that all publick. 
conſtitutions and the Woes of atting thers upon the ſpirits of men 
ay ſwan of nothing. but of love, of holine(ſe, and of meckneſſe in 
Amtbority by the direttions of the word and the Way . of Chriſts 
Waikangs( 1 {ay )5f Miniſters do. not exatily keep themſelves to this 
Rule and drav others to walk, thereby, they will be by their owne 
weakneſſe and the craft of athers dravvn over to ſerve. ſtate ends, and 
be ade ne of to. dirnge others, and to be divided from others and 
from one another amongſt themſelvs,according to the wicked maxim 

achiavilian Government Divide & Impera, avd who doth not 

F.that the eximics of our Reformation, leave nothing wnattempted 

ty put this maxime inexecution,. and that they find opportunity e- 
nough and more then enough, ſo to doe in every thing. which is. at= 
tempted in publick by reaſon of the unchriſtian frame of our Spirit . 
dew Walking by a two-fold Rate or without the Rules of. charit 

1d holineſſe?. For Satan which workgth. in them, and ts the. 
Prince of this morld, finding #s who-preteng to' bee Miniſters of. 
Chriſt out of the Sphere of { hriſts walking, and in the Sphere of 
his aWune K ingdome, medling With worldly intereſts Which con- 
Care Ws not , Jath poWer over #s, tomake ns that are called: Ut- 
%ters mare then all other men in the world to ſerve his ends, of dife 
terbing the Peace of mankind, and tearing the Church of God - in 
Prices, and only becauſe wee are nat in the way wherein God hath 
ſet us : but if on the other ſide wee ſtand in the ſimplicity of our. 
(triſtian way and walking to deliberate and doe all things both in. 
Private and publick by love, and for holineſſe according to (riſte 


example, then wee are in our full ſtrength, armed with lyght, and 
"IC | (d) Satan 
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atall"man. yrs __ ts iVMed' in uh hisreſoln 
tion, who hath-no ores « t of hi members; be- 
canſecrbey aid all out of jojne; and Grin one” om a= 
ther, Thu this: (arch the tulef 


Hrope , 
and- fit 10" beo- 4. 4 ader- of _ Amos rt it Fae 
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— aorh 
Lp "of ior Air -and* divifrew' "which _ 
ws mes it- groW' won 1, are 
co pagtrrer and eoill ſwrmiſes- of every hither us Libel 
any; party which 15. not» owy own. Secondly; cenſures, reproa« 
ches diſputes, acenſmtions and "et, againſt. the perſons and the 


<pnro R IO; oppoſetions and croſſe pro- 

ainff all Ma the are not ex* 
attly wm dive ee tn party” 5 bw 'Watke of which we are. 
Theſe three efſetty beget- each. other  reciprocally not only in & 


very man within hindſelfe; and"in ev ty Within it ſelfe ; 

but 3 1-OVOrY 1980 and partyin Hoch ny Ant fv as hee ftanas 
at's tiſtance' from the ſame + ant" al of theſe make our diſter- 
pers \almoſ} paſt remedy,” tor \ ear thi one welF bee cured with- 
out the other”; and therefore the Remedies _ needs bee oy 
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tu, nude only the 'bruds of things, Which: waſh bectme the wn 
gradients of ahi Phyfick,.; teavmg the particular Cor ofstion 
dd application thereof uutoforne other tire, wherein Go Pan 
104m fu a call ond grace to elaborate the ſame; and this. 
foal go to give. wnto thee (/hriſtian Reader, an objett of prayer 

agg | pray 
wed meditation; that thou mayeſt be moved. roxgor to God, and 
to flirre wp thy ſelfe and others daily, till theſe-Remedtier be ap- 
'\plyed wnto our diſeafes as they ought to be, 
off then +65 ters effetts of onr diſenfed Church ſhould 
6 v-rp i s works of Reformation ; Wee muſt conſider wor 
ney what &s: reqrfete to 'allay owr preſent 'fits of diftemper ; but 
.alfo that \ which both in our age —_ _— fo ry build 
* 1p" ware 8 habiration of God through the ſpirit, and propagate 
he biaſing: þ a. Goſpel anto Poſterity. 
w\Tv care then our preſent diſftempers, "it ss (evident thut an = 
Yanmd hberty to every oxe to vent and prathiſe whatſoever be ſhall - 
think, ood Withowt controll, - will not do it ; "becauſe this very Li- 
-berty-harh brgotten our diſtempers, and wo donbt will increaſe then, 
if woconrſe-be found to regulate mens. proceedings conterning their 
Polite Profifece, fo as her forlt have no juſt caſe tocompluin that 

WY Are mod for Conſcience fakes But 1ow30 determine the 
| \oy of Regulating mens proceetlings, (3 as none hull have any juſt 
"cauſe of complaint, herein lies the aiffoulty : Yet 1-conezive it may 
thus be taken Way: Let all Partierwho take the Holy Scriptures 
Forrho Rule of Fairhand Pratliſe, ſet down poſitively and atclare 
"plainly, either that which they judge tobe fundamem altin matter of 
\Dolt#ine and Prabtife, or clearly commanded and uſefull for £di- 
»fication ; or that wherein they profeſſe « fol agreement with their 
Brethren. If they do eirher of the two tuft, as (1 thinks) all my 
 Pafily be engaged to do, . either 'by the demand of any one Party;that 
Jeeks to advance-Prace;, of by the- command. of the { Voil Mags- 
"firare,whoought to reſtrain Danrrels, and take away the oanſfes 
rheveof fofar as he can in publike : If (1 ſay) either of thefe po- 
fedve Declarations, or both, be delivered by ench Þ arty to another, 
"rhemyhe Apoſtles comnſel 15 to be:put in execution , which is Phil:3. 
T6, \'Whereunto we have —_—_ ,4erus walk by rhe 
{ame rule, terns minde the fame thing. hich comnſel, to me, 


' doth furn/p this marrer of adviſe , vn reference to our preſent cow- 
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-., Birſt;lendh6\Particy by ſomedf their ſelotied. men. (who foal 
de all 

of he 

139 1195p | |; 
«,; that it's that:wherewnto. All, have attuined ,. and wherein they 
will ininge the fame thing to 

tanto they are come... "': 


| Secondly, Let the (ame Parties declare negatively the things 
betoid obey :eancaths they. di(agree fromeach other : And when 
theſe Declarations are drawn mp:,. lth. thoſe that. have penned they; 
addy their advice couterning the uayehof recouciling: the differences, 


Whether wn Tudgement or in Pratt;ſe ;: and then: let ſome ſeletted 


men, the moſt moderate of each Party, becalled togetber to ſet down 
the joint agreement of their Advices concerning the way of recon- 
iling Differences; and according. to. that Agreement , let them 
miaky' 4 tryall of reconculing the Ds es, and offer it_ to all, 
only as an Eſſay withogt prejndice.to ay, to be conſidered. 

-T hirdly , Let. the ſamas Parties declare ,. both -Poſitively and 


Negatively, the. Rules .by which they are willing to walk, inofferw 


froely towards thoſe with whom they do nat agree; . and in caſe any 
effences ha given ortakey about thoſe. things, Haw the. ſame onght 
ta be taken away by nutwall conſent... Here: then the [ame ſelefted 
men, or others, .may be fdt-aWork.to pernſe ſuch Declarations, and 
gather into one Body. the Rules —_— all fides will agree to 
walk, by, te avoid offences 5. and let every one who will pretend to 
any. freedoms. of. Profeſſion in publiks, be' obliged towards theſe 
that bave infhettion. over the. publike , te Walks by thoſe Rules of 
inoffenſivencſſe, notwithſtanding any difference that 15,.or may ariſc 
iu after-times amongſt themſelves or others. | 

T heſe things. 1 conceive may be done . without great. difficulty, 


. aud will be done. by.all thoſe that love peace ; .e And that they may 
be done, . [could wiſh that the Supreme-eAnthority of the Kingdom 
- Would appeare in it to procure it. ; that when the Publike Confeſſion 
, of Faith, a#d Catechiſme,. all be put forth, all ſuch 4s- ſpall deſire 
| tbe proteftion ihe, Suprense Power, and ſhall be willing to live 18 


prace with, Bat allow. of the. Government ;eftabliſved by Law, 


aan be enjoyned thus 20 proceed, towards the ſettlement of a1 wnion 
 boeWeen- them and their Brethren, in the. Profeſſion of. the Caen 
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andin the mean while, till this can be done, if all ſides would agree 
voluntarily upon 4 ceſſation from all bitterneſſe and railing accu> 
ſations againſt each other, or if it ſhould by thoſe that are in place 
- of Authority be enjoyned 4s a Preparatory fir ſs good a worke, it 
wenld be very conſonant to the abatement of our diſtraftions, and 
commendable in thoſe: that ſhould do it Willingly.. But if no ſuch 
Way of tranſatting differences can be brought to paſſe anſmerable 
to the counſel of thee Apoſtle, truly then I mnſt confe ſe that I can 
ſee yo way to prevent the growing effetts of our fatall diftempers, 
except God [6 bleſſe the Government by law eſtabliſhed , With that 
ſprit of Diſcretion, of Moderation, of Equity, and of Lowlineſſe in 
alt things which it doth aft , that none ſhall. be able to find any juſt 
evance at it, And to thu effeft, the leſſe the Claſſical Prefs 
| im ſhall reſemble the. Civil Conrts of fudicature,or the Biſhops 
Courts in formen time, the mare they will be ſatable to the end fiy 
which they are inſtituted, which 1, to entertain Brotherly confe» 
rences \and conſultations about ſpirituall matters fir mutuall aſ- 
fftanct and ſupport in the Wayes of God ; and not at all to inter- 
'moddle with the Congregations in any of their particular affair:, 
which.are not voluntarily bronght unto them as a Caſe wherem 
their 7udgement is faught nnto ;. for no. particular Church, by its 
ſubordination to a (laſſis, us to be deprived of any right which it 
bath- within it ſelf., but 1s rather thereby to be maintained 
therein. 
.. The Maximes then of ſpiritwall ( ommunion to be obſerved in 
the Claſſical Presbyteries ,. that all miſconſtruitions of thew 
Wajes Which occafion jealouſres and clamonrs, may be prevented, 
ought to be publiſhed , to wipe aWay the fears which enſnare 1 into 
dftraftions againſt the duties of Love. And it wiltbe neceſſary 
not only to publiſh thoſe Maximes for this end ; but three other 
things more muſt. be ſatisfattorily , and from the grounds of Scri- 
Ptare cleared, if ever the Government ſhall proſper, to ſettle us w 
Peace. 
I... 1t muſt be made ont, that the Miniſters of particular (,on- 
egations,and their Elderſpips,are bound in conſcience 1 the things 
, AG to their charge, to maintain 4 Brotherly Communion 
and correſpondencie with. each other, and conſequently to enter mo. 
ſach combinations 4s to that effett they can conveniently caſt them 
ſebves into, _ | 2. That 
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ompht wo be mute, ors frſficietoly-been elearad by many, G-efpeciall 
$15 AMr.Paget of pr x rig « Treaty which bath not mv 


Werod by any that T kitow. But the ſerond thing requifite to clear 
ynens ſerupulont apprebenfios abour the proceedings of ſuch com. 
bined Elderſhips, is not fo mmch their Right to recerve Appeals and 
judge Amthorizatinely thereof ; as to mathe the wayes of their hand. 
ting matters in j thereof, #s a Sennte of ſpirituall men, 
evident ; thats, To ſpew fo rheir Way of ng things a- 
wongſt therfelves, by what Reles and Grounds it doth ſtand, in rhe 
(Communion of Shins; to prejudge no mars juſt und conſcionable 
Liberty, and yet to ut Regularly, 'and with 'all competent Au. 


3. What the way ſbonltbe, by which the Combination of Eldey: 
ſhips ought to denle with farh as are without , Who diſtarbe and 
tronble the peace of their Congregations. Here, the manner of 
£011 with thoſe that ave not to-oprdinate with them in the Pro- 
, #5 to'be opened, to. fheVy that it doth tend only 'to the con- 
_ittion and reformation of mens ſpirits, and wot ro the blaſting of 
mens names, or any other outwurd incomueniencie tobe bronght upon 
—_— reaſon of their \diſugreenzent 'fhom them in opinion and 
prattiſe 


If theſe aeclarations concerning the (lafſicall Preſbyterics 
were publiſhed, as I conceive they may bee draWvn up, from the 
apromnds of Seriptare, and wideniable Printiples of Holy commu- 
men, and right reaſon; and backed with the prabt 


e'of all the beſt 
ormed Churches ; they might bee "a fit playſter for the ſores 
"Which are in mens minds a the goverment. 

T hefe are in briefe the heads of my thoughts concerning the cure 
of wr preſent fits of diſkemper, as it Cn net wrought 
nt ira fpirituall way; what che Donal piftrate in his P rudevce 
«nd according to'is plate, may and wnght to doe outwardly to reg 
Tate the outward behaviours of men, ſo as to make them Withou: 
vfence, 1 ſhall vor now ſpenk of ; but leave it 20 the Wiſtome of the 
' Srate ; Projing; that God world dire them to or all things by their 
own hipbt OT —_ end of goverwnent ; \and not by tht 
wn was proinyringef ers whe myths bots 1 foe 
Rar _y 


. 
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et for the Reformation in tinses to come (becauſe wee 
endevournorgnly to build wy the waſt places, but alſo - lay {ung 
dations of many generations) thoughts ſontd be had of theſe things 
following; Without the accompliſhment of which in ſome competent 
meaſure, we ſhall tranſmit 1iztle or no comfort unto fo fterity in the 
frutt of ogg. paler takangs., Thanghts. then, 1 ſay bold be had, 

Firſt, of the __ of _—— Schoales for the education o f 
youth thrgughout the Kingdome in reference to fone ſorts of peo-- 
ple. vitt. t: to the Mechanichs. 2. To the G entry and Nubles. 3. To 
thoſe that are to be trained vp to teach athers in humane Sciences, 
4. To the ſons of the Prophets, _ " 

Secondly, of the wayes of purging the Univerſities from the ftoth 
of ambitions and contentions Learning ,. and Debates of Sciences 
Fifty - ſ6:calted 3, T's bring: Scholars ta a Demenftratizie Way of at- 
taining profitable Knowleageand by the exerciſe and imployment of 
their. T alents forgle meter other without ewyy, to increaſe 
in' um b+y0nd:the prefeut kownds thereefi 

Thirdly, of enlarging-unto all ſorts of people Scripturall knoW- 
ledgeznor an{pby C ateobericall exerciſes,mexe exatlly to be intended 
is thereof, by Paſtors, Parents, School-maſters, aud 

aſtey s » File be ret hath been mnaea; but by regular 
and well ordered Conffrentes, either mprivate or in publike, as well" 

torefolue doubts from the T extyas to emlarge the diſcovery of Truths 
and Myſteries thereip. | 
Fowrthly and laſtly ,. of the Wayes and Rwles of Spirituall and 
Rationall Meditation, in Divine and\ Humane things ; to reftifie 
the: Principles. of - mens . thoughts. in the: ſearch. of Knawledxe ; 
Whecher from the. Seroptuere;\. by the grounds of denoonitrating the 
true ſenſe thereof, in the Literal, Material, and Myſtical analyſis 
of the Text; or from __ Oh oy ogho-engh - ” ” man may be 
£ implayed, either fox Theoretical or Pratiical anms. , 
hey re yp not now ſeaſonable to ſfeak, any more, but this, 
That 1 Ball intreat thee ( m—irar ut ae ” the duyes of 
[mall things, nor to miſtruſt Gods power ana govaneſſe concerning. 
that which | he doth intendto dain the laſt dayes ; but to lift up thy- 
, with me, that We m4) he all fitted FO recesVve,, and Fo make. 
right uſe of theGrace, Which in the midſt of many tr1als 4 offered 
noto 1 in Chriſt Feſms, To him be glory for evers 
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Lords preſence with them.] And one of her Aſſemblies, That 1s 
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WED is the Church of the Living _ ——- 
J 


THE; CONTENTS 


- Chap. 1. Pag.1. 
Oncerning. P ; burch as it is the houſe of Gol. 
Chap. 2. p. 2. 
_ .Of the. Members of Chriſts body, and their Conjuntion. 


Chap. 3. p-4- 
of the Ordinances of Pet and Government. 


Chap. 4+ p-7 
Concerning the office Pro of the Paſtor &- Teacher, 


Chap. 5. p.1 
Concerning the office and implayment of Ruling Elders. 
Chap. 6. p. 2 
Some Rules taken from the Word f God, to fhew how the 
Elderſhips of 4 perticular Church oveht to ſettle the ſþirt- 
Government of the Fleck, committed to FOens. 
| Chap. 7. p. 25+ 
Concerning the office and imployment of Deacons. 
Chap. 8. p. 28. 
| Concerning the duty of Chriſtians, as they are to bein s 


particular Church, __ ander t | Eovernment of Rulers ſet 
over ther ins the Lord. 


Chap. 9. p. 36. 
” Certain Rules concerning the Adminiſtration of the Lords 
Swpper, for the decent £051 of the eQijon, offered to the - 
Pm of thoſe that ſcruple at - __ of Sitting. 


Chap. 10. p. | 
'The praiſe of the be Reformed Chirder , inthe Admin 
eifrevies of the Lord wpper. 


* 
—_ ge 


> ts 5-06 8 8-0-4 
Do wining 


EX. 


- WP - ne - 


THE 


GROUNDS 


OF THE 


SPIRITUAL FRAME 


OF THE 
HOUSE of GOD. 


_ 
I—_—_ tht th, 


———_— a F"FY "— 5 


Cray. I. 
Concerninga Church as it 75 the Houſe of 
God, 
; pre ationall Church is a (a) dwelling 


place of Mount Zion, (4) Ila. 4,5. The 
f Lord will create a cloud upon every awel- 
| ing place of Mount Zion , and upon her 
NNN Afſemblier. Ergothere are many dwelling 
F/ SES x: places, & many Aflemblies of Moutit-Z3on - 
= will un =») and each of them hath a promiſe 'of the 
x preſence with them .] And one of her Aſſemblies, That is 
whe Cri (5) 1 Tim.3.15, The Houſe of God, 
i the Church of a God. : i 
2, 


Y of the ; Members of Chrifts Body 


2. This houſe is bxilt upon the foundation (c) of the Apoſtles PI 
and iro: ; Feſws Chriſt ed being the cheife corner ſtone. 
pheſ, 2. 20. and ye (viz. Epheſians.) are built upon the 
- of the vApoſtles and Pro hr 3 Teſwus Pri himſelf be 
ip the cheif corner ftone, as the Epheſians were, fo all true Chur. 
ches are built upon Chriſt alone. 

3. The end and uſe of this building, is to bee an (4) habitation 
of God through the Spirit. (4) Epheſ. 2.22. i» whown you (vir. 
Epheſians) alſo are bnilded Ce, for an habitation of God 
throughthe Spirit. 

4. *God then through (e) Chriſt dwelleth therein; : (e) Joh.t7, 

23. Tinthem, andthouin me ; that they may be male perfett in 
one. Ergo, if they be united by any-other tyc to one another, 
then by their relation to Chriſt, they are neither perfect as one; 
nor atrue habitation of God by the Spirit. 
| And that two wayes : 


Firſt in the lively members of Chriſts body fitly joyncd to- 
other. 


Secondly4n the irituall ordinances of. his worſhip and g0- 
vernment rightly obſeryed. 


_— — 


| 
| 


Crap. II, | 
Of the Members of Chrifts body and their conjunction. 


He members of Chrifts body are all the lively ( f) ſtones of 
the houſe of God, (f) 1 - 2.4,5. To whom coming 46 
to a living ſtone, ec. ye alſo as lively ſtones are built up a ſpwi- 
read tbouſe, an holy Priethood, to "ti fb foorefece 
aceprable ts Gabby ot G1 built upoa (g) Chriſt; an 
{ m their proper places, to ſpicituall Goplce unto fm 
(a.nChe I,Cor.3. 9, BO To awe ds bnilding ; 7 end EhelaaSewfen 
in Chrilt } af the biai/ding 44 fitly rea fd 
| "s. The floors ofthis bug ar either (er Foupdaxont, vr 
the Corners,pr the Walk, ; (dC) 
3 The chief and only foundation, kick w «be hebed Fuke 
corner, is Chniſt Jeſus. x Cori 3. 11. -Gcher foxndation cav v0 
Wen lay, the rhe iy lid, Wives SOR IyS: Be 1. Pct, 2» 7 


FF, 8 was pO we Uno 
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and their ConjunGtion. 


Unto you he is precious ( viz. Chriſt ) but unto the diſobedient 
the ſtone which the builders diſallowed, the ſame 1s made the head , 

of the corner. Compared with P/al.11$8.22. & Ifa. 28. 16, Thus 
ſaith the Lord, behold I lay im S1ow for a foundation a ſtone, a tried 
ſtone, a preciors corner-ftone, a ſure foundation. | 

4. The ſecondary foundations (5) next unto Chriſt, are the 
Apoſtles and Prophets, (5) Epheſ. 2. 20. Built upon the foun- 
Aatien of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Feſus Chriſt himſelf being the 
chief corner-ſtone. & Revel. 21. 14. eAnd the wall of the city 
bad tWelve forndations, and in them the names of the twelve 
Apoſtles of the Lambe, | 

5. The walls are the Body of common members, which is the 
Congregation of believers, joyned (k ) together in one. 
(& ) Cant. 8. 8,9. We have a little ſiſter, &c. What ſhall we 
do for onr ſiſter ? &c, If ſore be a wall, We ſhall build upon her a 
palace of ſilver. 

6. The corner-{tones which joyn the walls together , are 
Ofhcers (/) inthe houſe, (/) Ephel. 4. 11, 12. Paſtors and 
teachers, for the perfetting of the Saints, and ( avs # xgTapmewsr, 
for the making up ) Ani as (») joynts in the members of the 
Body. (m) Ibid. verl, 16. From whom the whole body fitly 
Jayned together, and compatted by that which every joynt ſupplieth. 
Ergo, the joyning and compaGting of the Body together , 1s 
by the othice of the joynts. 

- 7. Theſe officers are difterenced (x) according to the grace 
and gifts given to them for the edification of the Body , 
(=) Rom. 12.6. Having then gifts differing , according to the 

race that is.given us. & Ephel. 4. 16. That which every joynt 
r plieth-— maketh increaſe of the Body unto the edifying of it ſelf 
-, in their proper (9) offices. (ov) Rom. 12. 4. AP mem- 
bers have not the ſame office. + | 

8. Thele offices are either for ſpeaking , {p) or for the do- 
ing of ſome ſervice, (p) 1 Per. 4.11. If any man ſpeak —- 
af any 147 mjaifer, ( baxore;) that is, doth ſervice. 

” The office of him-that ſpeakerh, is cither ro teach, (q) or 
to exhort. (q) Rom. 12. 7,8. He that teacheth, on teaching ; 
he. that exhorteth, on exhortation. «$7. 
(The fie of hoop chat in implayed abour ſome ſervices Gtier 
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of the Members: of Chris body, &c. "x 


to rule $() or to: impart and ſhew mercy.. (r ) Rom, 12, 8+ 
He thatruleth——he that ſheweth mercy. ; 

g.. By theſe offices, all things neceſſary and comfortable tg 
the houſhold of Faith,in reſpe of the inward and outward man, 
may be ſupplied. 

In reſpect of. the inward'man, it is neceſſary that the under- 
ſtanding of the houſhold be ſupplicd. with knowledge, and the 
will with ffincerity of. zeale to, obedience. The firſt belongeth to 
the Teacher, the ſecond to. the Exhorter, 

In reſpe& of the outward man, it is neceſlary that the life and 
converſation of the houſhold be rightly ordered, that is, ſurably 
(-) to the holy profeſſion. {s) Ephel. 4. 1. Walke worthy of 
the vocation whereWith ye are called ]- And that their bodily ne- 
ceſſitics be ſupplied in caſe of want, by the charity of their fellow 
members... The firſt belongeth unto the Ruler ; the ſecond 
unto the Deacon... 

10; More then this nothing is requiſite in ordinary, to build 
up the Body in {e)) love within it ſelf, (+) Epheſ. 4. 16. The 
effethuall working in the meaſure of every part, maketh increaſe of 
the Body xnto. = edifying of it ſelf in love. . 

And therefore, in.ordinary, none other offices are cither uſc- 
full; or mentioned.in the.Scriptures, as appointed by Chriſt for. 
the conſtitution of his.Church,_ . | 

The life () and ation of theſe members; is-to obſerve all 
Gods ordinances. (#) 1 Cor.11.2. .1 praiſe-you brethren —— 
that you: keep. the ordinances as I delivered them to you. 8 Luk.1.6, 
They were Righteous before God, walking in all the commandements 
and ordinances of the Lord blameleſſe. 


mth. 
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C'nap, II. 
* Of the Ordinances of Worſhip, and Government. 


ve ordinances of Gods-worſhip are duties preſcribed in 
2. the: (x) Word; (x) Iſa, $. 20. . To the law: and to the 
reftimony.  & chap. 66.1, 2. The heaven-is my thione-——bat to 
this man will. 1 look,, *who trembleth-at myWword.]' According to 
which-God is.to. be ſerved in ſpirit (7) and truth, by every 

- _ ORE. 
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Of the Ordinances of Worſhip and Government. 


{ #1 | : 


one. (7)Joh. 4:.24.. Godrra Spirit;and they chat worſhip himgnaſt 


Worſhip him in ſpirit. and in tnuth... 

«And the ordinances. of Government arc dutics preſcribed 
for ever.unto-the {z) Rulers, (=) 1 Tim. 3x15. That thou 
mayeſt know hoW thou oughteſt to behave thy ſelf in. the houſe of 
God. & chap.5.21. 1 charge thee before God, and the Lord 


7eſme Chriſt, and the left Angels, that thon obſerve theſe things, 


Withowt preferring one- before another, doing nothing by partiality, 
& chap. 6.13, 14.. / give thee charge” in the fight of God, &c. 
that:thow keep this commandement 1 ri rev untill 
the appearing of our Lord eſs Chriſt. ] Accordingto which the 
affairs of the houſhold are to be-{a) ordered,. (a). Tit. 1.5. 
1 left thee in Crete, that thou ſhouldeſt ſet.in order thethings that 
are: Wanting as 1 had appointed thee. 8 1 Cor. 14. 40, Let 
all things be done decently au in:order, . & Cololl, 2. F. 1 am with 
ou. in the ſpirit, joying and beholding your order. ] both for the 
increaſe (b )of Grace, (b) Epheſ.4.13. Untill we all come 
unto a perfett man, And v.16. maketh increaſe, ) and the 'ta- 
king away of {c) Scandals, {(c) 1 Cor. 5. 7. Purge ont the old 
leaven. & v.12. Do not ye judge themthat 'are within ? & v.13. 
Therefore put aWay from umong you that wicked perſon. 

2.. Theuſe.of thelſe.Ordinances:is; to betroth :{4) the conſci- 
ences of men, and-bind them-overunto-God.in the:covenant of 
grace ; and to keep them faithfultro him, (4) Ezech. 16. v.8.. 
till 15. & 2 Cor. 11. 2. I have eſpouſed you to one husband, that 
T. may preſent you as a chaſte Virgin to (hriſt. | or to reclaim 
them (2) when they are faulty therein. (e) 1 Cor. 4. 21. Shall 
I come-unto you with a rod; &C. . | 

3..All the Ordinances: then are Meanes which God doth-uſe, . 
cither to bring ( f.) men tojhis Covenant,. (f ) Exod. 19. 5. 
If ye Will obey my woice indeed, and: keep my. covenant, them ye ſhall 
be a peculiar treaſyre unto me. ] or to.contirm.{ g).andkeep them 
in it, (g)- Iſa. 8.16. Binde up the Teſtimony ,. ſeahthe Law 
emong my diſciples. . & EK. 20: 19, 20-. / am-the Lird: your 
God'; : walkin my ſtatutes, and keep my judgements 'and do them x. 
and: hallovy my. Sabhaths ; andtbeyſpall be a. figne berweerme-and . 
Jon, that ye may know:that 1 amthe: Lord your God.. 
4The meancs which doth bring men to rhg Covenant,isthat” 


. 
. 


4- 


Se vehachs 
Vaueas. 


ich degetteth Faith ; the meanes which 'doth confirm and 
in the Covenant, is that-which increaſethand ſtrength- 
.eneth Faith ; and the meanes which doth reclaim men from the 
breach of the Cavenant, is that which doth chaftife unbelief and 
diſobedience. | 
5. To beget Faith, the ordinance of Preaching (+) is ap- 
pointed ; (kh) Rom. 10. 14, How faall they beleeve in hin of 
whons they hate nat\ heard.?, and hoW ſhall they heare without ; 
Preacher ?  & v.17. So then faith cometh by hearing , ans 
hearing by the word of God. } To confirm it, (5) the fame ordi- 
nance is to be uſed, (3) 1 Pet. 2.2. Defare the fincere milk. of 
the. ward, that ye may. groW thereby. } together with the ord:- 
nance of (k) Prayer, (4) At: 6.4. But We will give ow 
ſelves continnally unto Prayer and to the miniftry of the Word. 
and the right uſe of (/) Baptiſm; (/) Mar. 28, 19. Baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, &c. & At. 2. 40. Then they 
that gladly recerved the word, Were baptized.) andthe (») Lords 
ſypper;  (m) Aft. 2.41. And: they tontinued ſtedſaſtly in the 
eApoſtles dottrine , and fellowſhip and breaking of bread, and in 
projere) and the fellowſhip of the Saints by their (z) afem- 
lies ; (») Heb. 10. 25. Not forſaking the Aſſembling of our 
ſetues together, &c.) and by the ſupporting of one another in 
ther (0) burthens; (0) Gal. 6, 2.'' Beare ye- one anothers bur- 
dens, and ſo. fulfill the Lav of Chrifk.] ' fnd to reclaim the 
difobedient from the breach of the Covenant, the rod (p) of 
Puſcipline, ( 2, r Cor. 4.21. Shall 1 come with 4 Rod, &C. 
and weapons of (4) Revenge areappointed, (4) 2 Cor. 1c. 6. 
Having in a readineſſe to Revenge all diſobedience, 

'6<\ Theſe ordinances are'not to: be concealed , but by the 
publike; profeſſion (7) of - the Goſpel, adminiſtred in the 
Church. (7) Mat. 5. 14 Ze are the light of the world; a cit) 
that ſet on.a hill cannot be hid. '& v. 1 5. Neither do men light 4 
a {pur fa _ buſtell=——v.16, Let your light ſpine (0 
beforemen, that 1 ! works , - and glorifie your 
a ES pn yon” _ | ae 
: 7+ The ordinances of Government are to be adminiſtred by 
thoſe, who are intruſted-with the (-)- Keyes of the kingdome of 


Maven, whoſcauthooity: is to: binde- or looſe; and to remit 0! 
tr, Os od" 


Off #he. Ordinances of Worſhip and Goverament. 


n | 


xetain-finnes, according to the revealed will of God, mini- 


ficrially, (s) Mat.16.79. And I will give thee the K ey of the hing.. 
dons of heaven, and What{oever thou ſhalt bind on earth ſhatbe bound 
w heaven; Whatſdever thou ſhalt loofe on earth ſhall be looſed im 
beaven. & Joh. 20. 23. Whoſoever finnes ye remit, they are re- 
mitted nnto them ; and whoſoever ſinnes ye retain, they are 
retained. | 

- The key of Knowledge muſt alwayes make way for the ke 
of Diſcipline ; becauſe the weapons of Righteouſneſle muſt beſt 
tead the minds of men captive, and convidt their conſciences (:) 
beforethey be made uſe of to revenge diſobedience. (+) 2 Cor. 
10. 4,5. The weapons of onr Warfare are mighty through God to 
the pulling down of ftrong holds; caſting down imaginations, and 
every high thing that exalteth it ſelf againſt the knowledge of 
God ;/ and bringing into captivity every thought unto the obedi- 
ence of Chriſt ;- and: having in a readineſſe to revenge all diſobedi- 
ence, when your obedience 2s fulfilled, & Luk,11.52, Ye have taken 
away the key of knoWledge,&c, 
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CHA P.-TIYV. 
«(Concerning the office & imployment of the Paſtor and T cacner, 


- © -ingoeary Teſs hath appointed Paſtors and Teachers to: 
++ &be officers-in his Church , is evident from ?oh. 10. 1, 2. 
the Sheep-fold —— the Shepherd of the ſheep. Ephel. 4. 11, He 
pave ſore Paſtors and Teachers. 
-12, That to theſe officers, the whole work and cffeFof the 
ordinary Adminiſtration is comrmitred , ts alfo- evident from 
Epbeſ.a, 11, till 17; where next unto the extraordinary officers 
thechurch, who are Apoſttes, Prophets and Evangeliſts ; 
the ordinary,- who are Paſtors and Teachers, are ranked : unto. 
whom, together with the others, all is-afcribed, that 1s to be 
tone concernitsthe Church, Therefore the extraordinary offi- 
 wrxs ceaſing, ul is committed unto the ordinary admmiltrarzon, 
which reſteth upon theſe , 1 Per; 5, 7, 2,3, 4+ Fred rhe flocks, 
ſowin)-ſhepherdve flock. * ! 
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'The-office and imploy Paſtor and Teacher. 


\-3« That theſe officers are diſtin from Ruling Elders; and 
"that Ruling Elders are ſubordinate unto 'their imployment , is 
cleer from I T iwn.5 »I'7. The Elders that Rule well —eſpecially 
they that labowr in the Word and dottrine, That they are alſo di- 
ſtin&t from Deacons, and that theſe are fubordinate unto them 
in like manner, is cleer from A. E. 2, 3,4. Ir is not reaſon 
we ſhould leave the Word, and ſerve tables —— Look ont men ——< 
whom we may appoint aver this buſines; but we Will give our [clves 
to Prayer and tothe miniftery of the Word. 

4. That inthe work of the Miniſtery, the dutics of the Paſtor 
and Teacher are to be jointly performed , doth appeare by this: 
that the Paſtors according to Gods heart, do feed the people with 
knoWleage and nr. 64 Jer. 3.15. Then allo reproofs, re- 
bukes, and exhortatious, which are the proper work of the Paſtor, 
mult be performed ; with all long ſuffering and dottrine : which 
is the proper work of the Teacher, 2 7 :m.4.2. 

5, That the ſpeciall gifts and proper works of both theſe, 
are neyertheleſle diſtin ; is alſo apparent from Roz. 12. 6, 7, 8. 
Having gifts differing He that teacheth, on teaching ; He 
that exhorteth,on exhortation. And 1 Cor.12.8. To one u given--- 
the word of Wiſdome, which is the Paſtoral ; to another the Word of 
kxoWledge, which is the DoQoral gift. © 

6. So then the Paſtoral office doth eminently contain the uſe 
of all other offtices : for all that is to be done by the Teacher, or 
by the Ruling Elder, orthe Deacon, is to be ſubſervient unto this 
care; and in caſe theſe officers be wanting, the Paſtor is to do 
all by himſelf, even as the Apoſtles did the work of the Deacons 
before thoſe officers were choſen, AZ. 4. 34,35. They laid down 
the prices at the Apoſtles feets aud aſtribut ion was mniade. And 

when. All theſe do their dutics, he ought carefully to concurre 
with.them therein, Rom. 12.5» We keing 9341)-4re one boa) ; and 
Every one members one of another, 1 Cor. 12. 20, They are many 
avembers, yet but one body, veil.25. The members ſhould have the 

Same care.one of another, <4 | 
_ 7+ Theendand uſc of the Paſtoral office, is the ſame with the 
and uſe -of the Apoſtolicah Prophetical, and Evangelical 


aftice. Which is, zo perfel# the Saints ; todo the Work, of the mir 
Hiern; android the bo of Gini Epkelotths =. 


? 


_=T Ade —_ and Teicher,” 


© -Theefe of thus office, when it is rightly performed, | 


-witl be, J 
i11f. The anity the Eaichi and the ledriofivls 
Cana jeſel me Epheſ.4:x3i 75 f oy dy ſme Gol, 


"2: Preſervation from (a) Pieces, (a) Ephel. 4. 1 That 
We-henceforth be no- more 'childrew, toſſed 4 4 wy al carried 
about with every winde of dottrine, bythe flight of men and On 
wa. eN eſſe whereby they lie in wait to deverve. | 
growth (b) of the-Body in- all things in Chriſt 
(4) (p) Epc 4.15. But ſpeaking the truth in love ,in all things may 
vp unto bins whichs the head, even Chriſt: 
1 The jointing i(c)-and compaRting of the Body t6gerher 
Chriſt; | chat 'che Members may «&X within themlclyes: 
forthe building up of cach other in love. - (7) Epheſ.4.16, The 
whole Body forty jo bro together and compatted by that Which tvery 
joint ſupplieth, according to 'the effettuall working in themtaſure 


of every part, maketh increaſe of tht Body to the clipig of bo ſelf 


5 love. 


2:5, 'To-gam theſe _ axteteds, cher LAT 


in the Paltor, 
' Firſt ;'that his entry apoi the oftice be lawful.” 


'"1Secondly, thatehe duties proper to it be Giſcharg ed; 
© Thirdly, that the pron manner oF performing cho date 


beobſeried. SELOEY 
1, Of the "au upon the office. © 


10, The lawfull entry upon the Paſtorall charge, is onely to 
come i by the 4907; and he thar doth enter into: thefhcepfold 
any other way, 1s a thief and alvibber Toh. 16519. 59 

11. The door by which the-ſhepherd muſt _— & Ghrif, 
Joh. 10. 9. 1 am the door; by rhe of any mar emer, he foull vo 


ſaved. 
12. Now -Chtiſt - by the annointing of rhe Spirit 'doth 


dwell inthe {4 Nearts of the faithful, (4) 2'Cor: 7:21, 24. 
Now he which fabBſberh us With you wn api ; tha annoimed 


w 3# God; who bath al ſo: ſeated * þs a en the earneſt; of bu 
1 our hekrrs, "Be 2 Cor, 3.17. Nob the Lord is the Spirit. 
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bis Spirit i the inner man; that. (rift may chwell"in your 
ow Doifah, ] If then a Miniſter doth offer t himſelf Yr 
thar. Paſtoral affeRion-which proccedeth-from Chriſt 
unto the flock ; He who is both-the () Door, and the (f} 
Porter, doth open himſelf in. the heart of the Flock tO recetve 
tum, and he centers in lawfully, (s) Joh.10.9. 1 am the door,&c. 
compared. with verſe 3.70 him (viz. that entreth bythe door) 


the Porter openzth. And withRevel. g..7.; He that hath the key of 


Atul: that att 4d 10 Mar Pcs and ſort teths, and 13 


Ras 13, If any manhath not- this Paſtorall affeQion and ſpirit 
which Chriſt had towards the flock ; but commeth in /ozpe other 
ws); that is,by ſome humane praftiſes and contrivances of his 
own ;- Chriſt dorlycall hima, fond & robber; Joh: 10, 1..and 
ſaith, ;that be d COMe toftealy. 10-kell,. and vo deſtroy, tb1d.1.10. 
The. heart, then. of, the Flockmuſk be.opened to him that com- 
meth » .&lſe he. cannot. Pretend to be. the. Paſtor of 
Gep ſo 

vg Thindoar-of the twarcibeing feſt opened by the inward 
of Chriſts ſpirit ; the —_ cl alſo ,muſt follow 
apon, a freeahoiſe, and: orderly-reception of him that is 
choſen, in'a pubkeway,: inthe face of the regation, with 
this countenance of ity ;.a8+Aſaran wascalled & received, 
Hebr. 5. 4. No man taketh this honowr to Wea bat, be that :4 
called of God, as Aaron Was. . 


II. of the Duties belonging to the ſe, 


I5s The duties belonging to. the Paſtorall charge contain all 
the cares and endeavours, whereby the Flock is to be fed, con- 
duced, prelerved and defended. . : 


theſe. 16. The. cares. belonging to. the feeding of the flock, ars 


or Wh 10.9) B 
| PIES he ſhal— find peer. ich is done, by 


by. medicating and. ap- 
a m_ - v4 - Meaitate 


a proki in, knowledge ,.1T 
. And to hs a ken he mult keep! eye 
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received from the Holy Ghoſt, both which are recommended 
t& Timothy, 2 Tim. 1.13, 14+ Hold faſt the forme of ſonnd words 
; baſt heard of me, 4 faith and love, which is in Chriſt 


ſn. Keep by the Holy Ghoſt Which dwelleth int us, that iyood rhing 
ch was commuted unto thee. 

Secondly, to give tothe: Flock - that paſture which he find. 
th to be their proper portion. Lyke 12. 42. Give. them theiy 
Portion of meat ; which 15 done by dividing the Word to them, 
2Tim.2.15. Study to fhew thy ſelf approved unto God, .a work- 
_ that needeth not be aſhamed ; rightly dividing the "word 

truth, : 

Therdly, to,give this portion in due ſeaſon, Lake 12. 42. Give 
them in duc ſeaſon their portion of meat. | 
. Fourthly , to give it according to .every mans capacirlie. 
Hark 4. 33. He ſpake the word unto them as they were able to 
beare it. Then he mult give ro-babes, milk; 1 Cor.3.2. and to 
Choſe that are of full age, trot meat, Heb.5. 12,13, 14. Hemuft 
feed all with judgement, Ezech. 34. 16, He muſt not feed che weak. 
With doubtful þ br. Rom. 14. 1. Nor entertain with any, 
Profane and vain bablings,and oppoſitions of a Science falſly ſo called, 
1 Tim.6.20. & 2 Tim. 2.16. Or queſtions and ſtrife of Words, 1 Tim, 
6. 4. and contentions of Genealogies, Tit.3.9. 

17. The food to be given to. the flock, isthe word of God, 
Mat.4.4. an liveth-not by bregd alone, but by every Word that 
proceedeth out of the-mouth of God. This word of God, is none 
Other but the faithfull word which the Apoſtles taught, 74.1.9. 
Holding faſt the faithfull word as he hath been taught. And all the 
word is taught, to-the end that ir may beget Charity ont of 4 
pre heart, and of a good Conſcience, and of Faith unfainea. 
T Tim, 1. 5. : 

18, The cares belonging to the conduRt of -the Flock, 
are theſe— _ 

Aut, the good Shepherd ought to call bu ſheep by name, 
Joh. 10, 3. 

Secondly, he ought to lead them ont and in, Joh. 1 0.3,9. 

_ Thirdly, to go before them, Joh. 10. 4. to be an example of the 
believers, in word, in converſation, in charity, 1 Tim 4.13. 


Dodtrine received from the: Apoſtles, and the Trach of grace 
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Firſt, to pray conſtantly for the foek;" 2 the ApoRtſe dork, 
Roms.1.9./81 Cor: 1. 4 Epheſ. 7.16 16, Phil. I. 4: Cott. 3,4, 9. 
& i Theſſ."1-2, 3.4 

;:Secondiy, 'to warnobhem of, annvers; avis Apoſtle did the 

"AE: 20. = and God doth charge watchmen to Go, 
Eack. 3, 17.& $3.3 . 

Thirdly, to be hel pfullto them in all their ;nfirmities, that is, 

to beare the fleep __ andeth- ſtill, Zach. 11.16. to heals and 


ſtrengthen the ſick and bind up the —_ Ezek. 34. 4. to comfort 
the feeble and ſupport the weak, x Thell. 5124. 'to reſtore theſe 
that are tak nina f; famtr, Gak6.r. | | 
4..Ta back that Which 3 is - "4erYy ma, and ſeek ont that 
which ts ©" rage 
Fifthly, ro:refiſt * +02 pions inde ſpraking perverſe 


things, 7/ a. 29, 30. 70 #ofvince painſaybre, and ſtop the mouths 


of unruly and 0408 rathers, F 1.1.9, 10, I. T o rejett hereticks, 
Tit. 2.10: ' 


Sixebly, to ley down ii Life for theſbrep, to defend them, 
and not 45.4 bir "ans of whe Dice ther, Jok.r6.10,1". 


-And thus the. 'Ducies : now followeth to con- 
der of .' 
nn, 7 he ftirirnallway ; bawp theſe Duties ſhould be - 
performed... 


20, The manner and way of performing theſe Duries, is not 
arbitrary, depending upon the wit, or will and contrivance of 
mans wildome ; 'but ſpiritually to. be regulated eirher by the 
Word which is expreded ,or by the undoubted Principles 0 Edi- 
fication. '1 Cor.2.1. 1 came not With exce ſpeech or of 


eech Was not with entiring. Words of mans 


w5/done, but in on Ge Hate, 4 and pike 8&2 {/or. 
L.12- Nos. With wortdly-wiſdome, rel edae? b a robes have 
as OI SR IN World, abmntantly to you- 


WarAs, . 


fy _—_ —_ 


| Theoffce and -imployment of Paſtor and Teacher. T2 

Wards, {8 chap. 4. 12. | Not walkim in craftineſſe, tr handli as - "AIM 
word of God deceirfally,: ©: 7" 6; Þ Ss £ 
OE} __ then ro-regulate and-order theſe Duties, hath 
thxre Spiritual! paths : 5 n 
$1 "The firſt is, that which ſetteth the Paſtors ſpirit upon his pros 
per imployment. | 
- Theſecond, that whereby his endeavours are fitted towards 
the Flock, and the Flock-fitted to receive them at his hand. 

The third is, that wherein his'imployment is made edifying. 
and uſefull rowards all... In the firſt path, he will be accepted of 
God; inthe ſecond and third, approved of men. 


of the firſt Path. 


. 22. The Paſtors ſpirit wilt be dire&ed towards the work of - 
Its imployment, if he beare in minde, 
What his relation is to-God, in his office. 
What the end and nfe of his work is. HED 
And what the frame of his AﬀeQtions, and Rules of per- 
\ formance ſhould be, to make his way anfwerable- 
unto theſe, 
23. His relation unto God, is, thar God doth intruſt him 
with his Myſteries ; and with the ſoules of his children : As a 
_ Reward to difpenfſe the myſteries unto Gods children ; ro have 
mipeQion over them., ' and to keep, the: Keyes of the Houſe - 
of G oÞ.. - ' 
.- 24, As a ſteward thus iptruſted : the frame of his Aﬀecion + 
- nnaltbe_Fairhfulneſfſe (a) towards his Maſter ; .and. the rule of. 
his Performance muſt be, to ſtudy ro approve hu conſcience, tO 
God; not regarding the judgement of men, but that of God 4- 
lone. / (4) x Cor. 4.t. Let a man ſo account of is as of the Mi- 
nifters of Chriſt, and SteWards of the myſteries of God. 8 2. - 
Fu required in tewards, that a man be found Faithfull. & v. 3. 
With weir i « ſmall thing that F ſhould be judged by you, or of 
' ans nudge ement, v4. 1 know nothing by my felf,, yet am 1 nor 
hexeby juſtified ; but he that juſtifieth me 1s the Lora. 
{\,25»/ The myſteries herewith he is iorcufted, are the Word - 
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-As a Steward intruſted with thEWord ; the frame of his 

Aion muſt be Sinceriry, (5) not to mixe any ſelf-ends with 

the Word. - (5) 2 Cor. 6: -Wecorrapt mot the Word ; but u 
of ſincerity, as of God, in the fight of God; ſpeak.we: in (hriſt.] 
And the rule of Performance -in ce to God, is to ſpeak 

as in his fight and preſence: and in reference to men,to renounce 
the hidden (c) .things of diſhoneſty, and by the manifeſtation of 
the truth, to approve, himſelf to the conſcience ' of every one. 
(;) 2 Cor. 4..2. #ehavarenonneed the hidden things of diſhoneſty, 
w——bat by the manifeſtation of the Truth commending onr ſelves 
to every mans conſcience in the fight of God. 

27. Thenalſo, as —_ intruſted with the Ordinances ; 
the frame of his ſpirit and aftections muſt be free from prejudice, 
not preferring one Ordinance before another : And the rules of 
Performance are, to- diſpence the Ordinances (z) imparrially, 
(d) 1 Tim. 5. 21. Icharge thee —— that thou obſerve theſe things 


without preferring ane before another, doing nothing by partiality. 
and to = hinfelf and the holy thi Des lionel, by not 
(s) partaking of other mens finnes; (e) 1 Tim. 5. 22. Neither 
be partaker of other mens ſinnes ; keep thy ſelf pure. ] the Holy 
things, by not giving them unto dogs (Ff) and ſwine; 
(f ) Mat. 7.6. Grve not that which u boly #nto the dogs, neither 
caſt ye your pearls before ſwine. 

_ 28, Todiſchar thexruth committed unto him concernim 
the ſoules of Gods chuldren ; the frame of his AﬀeRtions mul 
be Faithfulneſſe unto them, for Gods ſake ; and watchfulneſle 
qver them, as one that muſt (g) give an account, {(g) Heb.13- 
17. T hey watch for ponents, as they that muſt give an account. } 
And rn. + the rule of his Performance unto them, mult be, 
in diſpenſing the Word,'to with-hold nothing from them which 
is. proftable touching the whole (b) counſel of God, (+), AQ-20- 
20. I have kept. bark nothin g that was profitable unto you. & V.27- 
T have .not ſhunned to declare. unto you all. the counſel of God.] © 
And in diſpenſing the Ordinances, to be jealous over them With 4 
godly jealonfie, leſt they. ſhould be corrupted from the ſimplicity 
which 5s mn ( briſt, 2 ON IIe2, | 


29. The end and uſe of the work is, that Gods glory thro h 


Jelus Chriſt ; and the common edification (5) of every one by 
| ra 
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another, through the right uſe of Gods graces,may be advanced. 

(5) 1 Pet. 4.10, 11. As every man hath PRs 2 ift, even ſo 
mazigter the ſame one to another =—— that God in- all:t Ns may be 
glorefied through feſus Chriſt, > 
30. And the frame: of the AﬀeFion whereby the ſpirit of 
the Paſtor will be enabled to reach this end, is (4 ) Love. 
(k) 1 Cor. 8. 1. Charity edifyeth.. & 1 Cor. 13. 1, 2,3. T. hough 
1 fpeak with the tongue of men and angels, and. have no charity, 1 
un 4s ſounding braſſe and a rinking cymball : And though I have 
"the gift of Prophecie, and upder ſtand all myſteries and all knowledge, 
audthongh 1 have all faith ſo thas. I could remove mountains, and 
have no charity; I.am vothing : And though 1 beftow all my goods 
tofrell the poor, and thowgh I\give my body to be burnt,and have na 
charity; it 'profiteth me nothing. '&. Ephel. 4. 15:.. Speaking the 
trath i love,.ye may grow up wnto hin 'in all things. 8 v1. 16.: the 
Body wnto the edifying of it ſelf. in love. ] And he Rule of Pers 
formance ſubſerviene- hereunto, for matter.of Dofrine, is, to 
freaky as the oracles of God : and formatter of Afton, is, to dos 
«4s of the ability Which God doth give, 1 Pet. 4. 114+ 


T he, ſecond Pathi | 


+31, The way to fitalt Paſtoralf endeavours to the Flock, is 
threefold : ? we 
Firſt, ro make the work of the Miniſtery free from all world- 
ly aimes ; as,'to (/) pleaſe men, to get (#») profit; orto get (») 
humane glory. .. (7) 1:Theſl. 2.4. Fe ſpeak. not as pleaſing men, 
but, God which tryeth our. hearts ; for neither at- any time uſed we 
flattering words. (m) Ibid.v.5.Nor uſed we @ cloak of covetonſnefſc 
(s) Ibid.y.6. Nor of mes ſought We glory, neither of you norof 
ethers. ]. to be free from entanglements of (o) worlgly cares; 
9) 14 Tim. 2, 3,4. Endure hardneſſe as 4 good ſouldier of feſus 
(twiſt : no man that Warreth entangleth himſelf with the affairs of 
this life ; that be may. pleaſe him who hath choſen him #0 be a ſouls. 
dier.] And notto be engaged to adminiſter worldly (p) judi> 
. Catures. in order to the LE, iſtrate, (p) - Luk. 12. 13, 144 
And one of the company ſaid unto him (viz.to Chrilt) Maſter, ſpeak. 
#0 my brgtber , . that he divide the inheritance with me « And he 
F Yoaths ty "if he e2 > ſaid: 
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#? ty 
mw eondly, 12. do the work towards the Flock, with a willing 
5 and ready minde without TG (9) i Per. 5. 2. Feed 


the floc ) fray an the NG | IR willingly, 
wor 7 Fu le or ofia nah re ll |= 00 4 
tendernefie -of pr mg —_ nur e-like (r) 


loving care, 
(-) 1 Theſe 9,8. But we were gentle among you, evc1 ai 4 
worſe cherifeeth ber thildren ; So being aſfettionarely deſirous of 
70u, we were Vecling to bave imparted auto "yo, not the Goſpel of 
od only,. but. alſo-oxr ovon ſoules , becauſe" you were deare to ws, |] 
ich all. juſt; holy, and unblameable s) outward behaviour, 
(s) 1Theſſ: 2.120. \ Tow are witneſſes, and Godals, how holly, 
whly,and nxblameably he have behnvedour ſelves among you that 
believe. ] And withoor all burdens ({)-unto the Flock, fo far as 
canbe poſſibly "of. HO) x Thefl.'2. 6, 9. We might have been bur- 
ee ata rf Chriſt —— But'ye remember our labour 
and travell;: for ——_—— _ and __ —_— we world not be 
chargeable unto 
irdly, to endergoe aty inconvenience whatſoever, rather 

then to give occaſion (x) of \oftence unto any at the Golpel, 
(s) 2 Cor.6. 3,4. Giving no offence 1 in any thing, that the Mini- 
ftery be not blamed; bus tn all th ings afprowing our: felves a4 the 


Miniſters of G od, in = pat in rene} 11 _ tties, 11 
MHiſtreſſei; Rc. it-w* 4 \r 


Y is The: way to: fi the Flock. to reveivs and Fs of all 
orall parker, at their Paſtors hands, is fourfold : 


Firſt, £0: walk openly (x) and inthe light towards them, 
(x). Jab» 3.212 | He that doth the truth comment) ow light, that 
bir deeds: may be. made manifeſt, that they ave 44m 
&- 12Joks' Is 7. if we walkin the light," as beets 'r Ka 


onewithanather. Now God & inthe lipht, b i 
manifeſtation: of his truth to the conſience 3 if + pt 


doth walk-in this light to the Kigck; he veil fic them to 
xeceive tus adminiftration.] W + mcg Ga&by pre 


and. pre-informing their a 
Dr | 
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PONY 
cokketham (enkblo that all done atinideniat 
tobe-4 help wizto Hhriv Top: 
1 domninien ober" theix F aith,: wart 'OL. 
6): Lord is overtheir perſons, » T5) 1'Pet $72.) Neither as 
: Lords over Gods herirage, bur being enfam _ tothe: flock: ] 
oy y&& notto give-them ker 4n Sth authority over>thei 
or to(«)\ deſpiſe him,;? (2) x: Tint. 4. 12.) Lee no Tax 
fe thy youth." \& Lit; 2} 15+ Exhare and rebuke with al 
rity; let no man de iſe thee. 
,,to deale with every-one of them aovetls in (b) private 
ike, asnced may*be, (5): Aft20.,20. [kept back nc- 
—_ profitable unto you, butbave fbewed 100 ine) ove 
ranght you publikely and from houſe to houſe. .' 

y, £0 bring them to a comraatwith Chriſt,as eſpouſed, 
to be preſented unto him, {( c)| 2 Cor:ntvs,” Thabe 
"you, Avro. qne ent that [ _ yy you' as « chafte 
amginnnte Cir 1\o0t8 TOAITG 105 "FO WEITF' VALE #1; 
ern 1067 p 2K 05 LABS HO V9 2 
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233 :; Alchous b every Piſtor i is auchorifed' m himſelf, by frig 
alfce, to lead od ruletheBloek.; and/as0ne who is accountable 
unto God, muſt diſcharge his conſcithte-inthe obſeryation and 

raQice: of lbGodso nances; And'thatevery Congregation 
Farh fnll.power-to do all things for i irs-ownedification, decently 
wnd.by an order, 1 Cor. 14: 40. Yetby the Rules of holy com- 
munion (4) in Chriſtianity . no:Paſtor, nor Flocky nor Chriſtian 
-olght to walk or and by himſelf alone, if poſſiblytheycan 

ged unto othersin the Hublike profeſſion, {d) r 
FA morghy of the vocation WhereWwith you are calted; {8c 4 


to keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of pace 
reerys , one ſpirit, oucn 4s yeare ullubdv hutuphuf ol hots 
A ; fairk;ciave baptiſaue1-' ve 6,56 Dodh'and 
FED Fo "At oc Your Tlie all come” ro the: witty. of WW Baith; 
| Ng cage The Sonne' o 'God, nes. Wo At 
& vhs we 0 more: toſſed. to aud fro,: and tarricd tbint 
' dabbrine. my 3 T'be' whole bouy fitly fogred 


togethe r 
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V2. Ts them that 
Law, (being not Withaur law to God, 
Chriſt.) arg anes Jt them that ave with- 
op $21T's the: weak 1 beenomt' at F am made 
EE F do farirbe Gofpolr ſakes, rhar I'm _ 
be made partake? nou Mn Ifthe Apoſtle did thuscon 
deſcend to all, to be partaker.of the Golpet with” choſe that had 
anirtgrelt in it ;/  then;:all that bave any intereſt ir-the Golpg, 
onght io condeſcend ene to atother, topartake'of the ſame 
with other; and gu \NO MAN A ſtand alone in 
the Profeſſion. 2. S64 

| , every hterofteGolpcha the dutics of his 
Ire, is bonnd in conſacnce to miitain 2 Brother-= 

An po ur Mimfters; 

Cehptvratutr of common and publike coneexrnment. So that 
everyone is bound) to ask the queſtion which the *Spouſe pro- 
poſeth unto Chriſt in the-Caricles, chap.1.7. Tell me (0 thou 
whom my ſoule loveth) where thou fredeſs, where thou makeſt thy 
fork.to th ut 7gon.? And: then to follow:the duty preſcribed | n 


(2) the Anſwery' ;(e) Garttx. em nyo by the foflp 


of we flanks ache ages, befies the: 
"35s By which meats all the - 5" ng 
be, .as be; co-0 each Sides bo 


companies of eſt is Phvaohs charjots,' Cant. 1.9. combin 
wes > In 'Kings fervice.. 
| and coordination of Chitches by 
ly combination of their Leaders; avit may not pre- 
ew —_ «95, newmaprney {dit ſhould obbge 
ripat hn rrg,cs make it ſerviceable unto 


rn ow ne ek Dea % 
aud Confegdneetifetiad:; - and thke fo londered, 
wilthings foal becarried with thiatequaticy, :thatnane ſhall 
cauſe to think. himiclf> borne:down or 'oxcluded from: his 
1 and concluded without his conlenc an Marters 
doconcernhim ; © 2116, | 
rn * And to docthis, tyre things maſt nondacher detremingd: 
Firſt, whac the orderly :conftitution-of the Aſſemblies muſtbe, 
in their. Members, .and. method of -handling, matcers by way of 
confertnces. Secondly, what chematrers are which they ſhould 
meddle withall ; and what She (age! are which hay ſhould not 
moddietwithall. 911. 4480 11. aw; 
40s In-all which, |bdides be whichie clcery robe gubero 
fromthe word of*God, the praGtiſes and the tryed 
Reformed churches ſhould be taken. ines cantideratin. —_— -pru- 
applied/anto the circumſtances of:que-prefſent condi» 


hercin I beſcech(20d: 40 dure ustothis glory, inthe 
aborcmcneofom pea wfwm (a9zewy 994) lo 9mm" od 
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"4 y + oncerning the office and imploymen jane, 4 Tre wg? 
wh hon Ruling: (a) Elders gre officersinthe Ohutch of God. 
be-cleerly gathered from Roms: 1 2. 8. Me that rllevh 
1 Tims. 54/17. Let = Elders ichar rue weil 
thy: Hodble honour, '#hwefi that Inbenr-in the 
oat and rin: P. hocnev WEYW ah er the Chtrcb => 


owbriinendaynt 11 219 2190 (1 (11094 9.53 
\1v2.Fhar chey are officers- liRin&from other ont as 


E mm err hace; chietly'!rom. that of 179m: 4.17. 
a4, redwelh $.-:Borin'r'T ante 


___ Oar TY voce din I riding ; 
« vhaventergel) h ang) SNcoa rot Ain oc F2. Tk the 
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— Chlnchi, lgal-char have-noc allo pores thilfm POmA 
then, v. 6h Eo the omen gracehvhich- TE 


| ure- t litter part of 
and 61 7:808:"he: rengls aller ntEroncek | 
of offoerater a which ho rickonerh upthat of Ruling 
from whence it followerh , -rhattheRuter is not only an officer 
bura.differene-6fficerFromthe othersnatned-in that place. ::' | 
3. The 25 of the office belonging ar them may be unde. 
ſtowd;: he namesigiven tity; 2:'By things about which 
ay 10 9 144 By the-cnd whithithath in being converſant 
thereaboue g; 4.By.the. parts of chework robe.doneitt iti... - 
Firſk;the Names given to theſe. m—— ny Goon: 
nouts, Qerfoers; Stowarda/ 641 Þ Yo 4 ki » $18$1433" 

The name of Rw/er in the original i is Ivofold; one doth 
oct Superiozity,] another-ARior ; : the firfbibmqreca's the ſe- 
NU ad ©  botharecranſlated Ruſers: :; butiarxw's doth pro- 

[27s er that: ſtandeth over others-in authoricy'; and 

haperly agnific: one that:doth-lead. and g uide 0- 

y to'walks 4 nm ft 

The name of Governowr, that gireckdiredd 

ons and addrefles whereby « others are. ordered in a courſe, as. 


 « (hip by Rn ue 4 h at the helm thereof... - 
e name of Over; cer(frion@ (ronment both hoy 
and action, by the jnſpeftior which a Sup, 
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Stemand>Hoahfignihe oe FO to hs 2 
= orders of his Maſters houſes dbferved;; and hath the. keyes 
thereof. ng, ods keeping; 

\chars isconverſant; art 


"II bak The os. whh.cho 

w@ \EERRTB\L.£1 4uchras-@ay he gained thercunto. 
hs ; the iþ Irit =-m (4) houſe and whos I of God, 
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mployment of Ruling Bldersy, © 


lth. $a. tr 


Thr office's 


4urhorivy From this world”, 'hor ought they ro meddle in their 


charge with the (e) affairs of chisxyqrid,, (e)..Luk. 12..14. ho 
made ne # Fudge,” br d divide? over you'? If Chriſt wasno Judge 
oraivider" #n' wortdly 'matrers;" then: none of his Othcers, as 
under him. | | 

-+- In'particnfar ;' this office is' converſant about the Religious 
profeſſion and life' of thoſe that belong in any rgſpee to the 


* 
« 


Chareh, whether they'be.in;or out of office. - 
* +3 © Thirdly,the End wherefore the Elders are converſant about 


theſe things, is, that they ſhould look both to the Church and 
to the Members thereof : to <difie-thaty and preſerve it from 
ſcandals; and to make theſe fit to walk worthy of the calling by 
whick they are called in the Goſpel, - | 
4. Phe parts of th&r work are the ſeverall duties whereunto 
they arc obliged; which are chiefly theſe —— . 
Firſt , 4n reſpe& of God ;- they. are his { f) ſtewards, 
(f) Tit. 1, v. 5. with 7. Thou ſhonldeſt ordain Elders in every 
ty, as 1 appointed thee ;'' 5f *any be blameleſſe far #s Biſhop 
Tan Overſeer) muſt bs bhamtteſſetnt the ftkeward: of God. ]: and 
- therefore'multbe /7)falthfoll (eg) 1 Cor. 4-2. 1: is required 
Sn SteWard!, that'4 man'be found faithful. and adminiſter their 


charge fo; as tobe (H)-accountable unto him, (+) Heb. 13:17 - 


Watch for your ſontes, as thoy"that muſt give an account, 211 

-./11+Secondly ; ih refpetofthe Church; they mult cake (p).care 
it, (5) cr Tim. 375. If ann know mot bow to rule his. owy 

bole] how ſhit he take care of the Church: of God.? ]: and that 

with (k) diligence, (k) Rom.712. 8. He that ruleth, with 
$PeRCce, 

_ Thirdly, in reſpe& of the Members thereof, they mult 
rg t) watch OVer them, ( / ) Heb. I 3.1 {: T hey watch over Jour 
ſomles] take pains for them, and (»») admoniſh themas occaſion 
ſhall require ,.. () 1 Thell, 5.12. Which labour among you, 
and are over you in the Lord, and admoniſh you. | 

+4:Fourthly;-in reſpe of the End of their imployment, they 
muſtbe intereſſed and jngaged. 

© 3.+Incthe cleRion, calling, and dimiſſion of Officers to and 

.« from charges inthe Church. & 
- *2--In-the admiſſion of worthy, and rejeRion of omnys 
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14 at ag RO have noc ai oF nin: Ele GATE: 
then, v. 6c ſaith, that the gifisof gileapwhich miledimven 62. 


pibledfooftices,! ure latter f 
#.6:/and &\ +:6e$2ahe; Ginatir _ 


7 efices ' 
of 6fficesare; amongft which a. comer of Ruling 
from whence it followerh 4 :rhartheRuteris'not only an officer 
buradiffcrcorofficerfromthe others.named in thatphace, *:': 

3+ The nature of the office belonging to. them may bo undet. 
ſtowd, -1:Byitire* eeitz; 2:'By che vhings about which 
itis convernt;:136 By the-cnd matic att in bers converſant 
thereabour z: 4.By.che parts ob the-ework tobe.doneift it... 
. zo Firſt xheNames given to theſe Elderg.are, rg. Gover- 

nouts,Qyey{eers; Stowards.). a3 2. 44607 NG ; {11 
The.9 name of Raler in the original i is eoſold; one doth 
mPort Supe ity; anothir-ARign ; Þthe firkbis=ermeca); the ſe- 
+ botharecranſlated Ruſers: butiayvicw's doth pro- 
ly-figmbe;onc-that ftandeth over others-in authority; and 
«:04&d ely-bgaitie' one that:dozh-lead. and guide 0- 
themin Wal 49 'walks *: M120 1013 
 Thename of Governowr, thatogivethdireAs 
ans and addrefles whereby « Others are ordered in a courſe, as: 

" | by him that ſirterh at the E 

e name of river rt both authority 
UPECUOT de mos Senn _ take, of one 
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Stemand; doahfi gaze one thay Noſe Do 
and orders 64; his — houſe: dbfexved:; and hath rhe. keyes 
thereof commitred unto. his keeping,. 


tri 


| eC ay: | 
| ch. is 1 nag pes & b )- beake and tabernagle.. of = 
2ky32.. 1t-(vi2>the. buiding,) growerh anto an holy 
Way the Sauer, 7 Carry, ge te: rite 
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the lawes 
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EZ eG uf Ruling Elders, 


| this world", 'nor ought they to meddle in their 
ig the (e) affairs of thiswarld,. (e)..Luk. 12.14. #ho 
made we # br # dbvides over. Yom” 7 If. Chriſt wasno Judge 
or&ivider im workdly matrets ;- then; none of his Othcers, as 
under him. _ 
-*>Iniparticnfar ; this office is converſant about the Religious 
profeſſion and life of thoſe that belong in any reſpe to the 
Chareh, whether they 'ben;or out of office, | 

*2 © Thirdly, theEnd wherefore the Elders are converſant about 
theſe things, is, that they ſhould look both'to the Church and 
to the Members thereof : to-edifie:thaty and preſerve it from 
ſcandals; and to make theſe fit to walk worthy of the calling by 
Ry are called in the Goſpel. 

ts of th&r work are the ſeverall duties whereunto 

a eobine 


&, which are chiefly theſe — . 

Firſt, in bel of God , they. are his (f) Gowands, 
(f) Tit. 1. v. 5. with 7. fob ſhouldeſt ordain Elders in every 
rity, as 1 appointed thee ;'' 5f *any be blameleſſe far 8 Biſhop 
Tan Fas Overteer) - muſt bs: blamile ſetnt rhe ſteward of God. }: _ 
-thoreforcmultbe / )Faddhfoll, (eo) x Cor. 4-2. 1t is required 
\ TStewardt, that « man'be found fairbful] and adminiſter thei 
| charge ſo; as tobe (Hnoroutiendle: untohim, (+) Heb. 13. 3 

Watch for your finer; + thaythat muſt g3ve an account. 
ba , Seedatly2 oh the Church; ate muſt = ©). care 
- ) "3 Tim. 3:5. Nada hnaw' mot boW to rule his. owsy 
how ſhall be tdke cave of the Church of God? ]:; and that 
with (k ) diligence, (k,) Rom.12: 8. He that ruleth, with 


$PeRCce. 


> Thirdly, in reſpet- of the Members thereof, they muſt 


(4),watch over them, (4) Heb. 13.17. 7 hey watch over your 
ſexles] take pains for them, and (#») admoniſh themas occaſion 


thall require ,,. (»») 1 Thell. 5.12. Which-labour among you, 


are ever you in the Lord, and admoniſh yon. 
1 mgmt or in ig of n End of ei imployment, they 


%1J6:2 Inche efion: cal _ and dimifion of Officers to-and. 


yo from charges 1 inthe Chnrch, 
Ls Sr wore ang of- worthy, and rejeion of _——_ 
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. In'the redreſſingf crandels by way. of intruBion CX- 
mens of "rn rn 
E. In the reſtoring of the penicenc,/ in hea reaches, 
_ - inthe preſerring/of all-in che unity: of the'Spicic, in the 
helping of the -weak tobeare their burdens, and encou- 
TIE ov. "uh Hamer anyone; trach and rightcoul- 
| 2 In the viſiting of the (n), ſick, eſwocially whenthey arg 
01527: ſent for» to: give them: comfort, 'and ,pray for them, 
"hap! "ey Jam. 5. 14+ - 4+ ivy evan fioks, rivet him call the Elders 
Tonk, nel heniees pray aver bin, Cc. 
(Uoprgigt 3 | 
1 The manner how this offite.hould be cacated is, 
Fhar cogetherwith-che Paſtor, mn all matters. of Spirituall g0- 
vernment, as. well.in the Conſfiltoriall as in the Claſſicall and 
Synodicall:meetings, 'to--give adviſe,.and according to the Re- 
p menreet act by conſent zand. as'the Paſtor ge 
Qot to a | "Wi theiraknowledge, any things 
Common concerameait ; fo much /jeſle-ought.ghey $0 act with- 
oat hisapprobarion; andthe conſent of cach other, on at leall 
Ro Ennely: Renee delibera- 
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Saws Rates taken from the Word of GOD, to ſtew, How the 

. Elderſhips of a particular Church onght to ſettle the [Þir i 
tall Government of the Flock committed tothem... 


+ mera and wic-of all Charch-Offices and Government, 
is this; Fitly to compa the members of Chriſt s body t6- 
gether $3: that which rvery joynt” ſupptieth ;' that it may grow 
ap: ix \{briftin' al rhings,. and cdific 'x ſelf in love; *Ephel. 2; 
+ | ets © j GT £4 ſ 


I. 


9p. TE...71.% i { - £3f11 EC 
-\''Fo bring this to paſle, as cyery one ought to Walk worthy 
the vocation wherewith he # called, in rhe unity of the Spirit with 
Brethren, Epheſ. 4. r, 2, 3,4, 5,6. So more eſpecially oupht 
dhe” Officers ' of the Chnreh thus ta walke before- otherg:, 
hiking [berly of themſelues,. avcording as God hathii dealt urito 
them the mpa/nro of Fuith, and gifrof Adminiſtration. 'Row.;x3, 
9,4, 5-1 0% + 164 

3. But if 1zv cannot walk together exceyt they be as 
the Dripherdaith; eAmods'7; 3\ for tefle can many do oexcept 
theyibe agreed - 'therbfore wrall undermakings: an agreement is 
to be ſoughe For. Firſt amonpttche-Membersof thc- Blderitup 
within themſelves; Secondly, 'betweetiche-Eiderſup and the 
Flock over-which they are fet ; Thirdly, between one Church. 
andics Neighbour-charches, if thefe at all be conermed-in rhe 
matrer; And laſtly, berwecn the Churches that arcuniced-atid 
voncerned incach other, : andthe Civil Magiſtrave;*if the thettg, 
wherein they are agreed hath any reference unto the publique. 
And this Rule of proceeding is grounded upon theſe _—_ 
If it 'be' le; as much as licth in you, live wah all. 
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One, in the Matter ; Jo [und third, 


in the Manner of- perf, *. 
- Firſt in the Matter, it! -that the thin » be done 
is in itſelf lawful, that is, COIN the and purpoſe of 
Chiiſt, and nio-wayes preja Tadiciall to any df his lawes Whos is the 
'onely (a) Lawegivet of the Chittch,” '(4) Jam. 4. 12. There 11 
one Law-giver”, Who i able to ſave and to deſtroy, Mat. 17. 5. 
Thu « my beloved Son in whom I am Well pleaſed ;-heare ye him. 
& ifa 33-22: The Lodi our Yadge, the Lord i our law-giver, 
She Lord is our. King 5 he wilt ſave us. 
Sceondly in the End;-it mult a | tharche undertaking 
of the work is ihtended only as a duty towards God, and a ſer- 
vice of love (b) towards the Saints ; (þ) Gal. 5. 13. .By love 
oferve:onieatorber.'. & 1 Pet. 4:10, T9»? every man hath re- 
ce30ed gift, ſo miniſter the ſame one to another, 2s good ftew- 
ds ofthe. m: Nay of God—-that God may be glo- 
ing JelusChriſt.} and not 2s an at of 
r Cn Kdomunion over another marks fauth, vut 
eto þ arather mans joy, 2 Cor. 1.24. 
Prawn he in the Manner of going s _—_ every work, two 


KIY2) yen. is underra&en i nan drcourecomrdsthol 
Arſt that are chicf\yegecerned then- towards others 
An epoſterouſnefl norte irancie, 

fles which are made ery cod of chef 


= s,are to be with all /owlineſſe, meekneſſe, 
and forbearance in love, to the end than the unit iy 
_ be _ entire 3nthe wo 
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The office aud imployment of Deacons, | 2% 


-covera duty : And in the matter of Execution, the difficulty is 
this; To order a mans wayes towards others, (o 3s to find ac. 
ceptance. Now by theſe Rules, by Gods aſliſtanee, all-rheſe 
difficulties may be overcome. As for the particular as of Go- 
yernment in themſelycs,in admitting of Members to the Church, 
in ma'ing uſe of the Keyes of the Kingdome of Heaven, in 
adminiſtring the Seals of the Covenant, in overſecing the Flock, 
and addreſſing or redreſſing them in their duties ; they ought 
not ſuddenly and haſtily to be medled withall, till theſe Funda- 
mentals be well digeſted ; for by the Method, which is in chem 
preſcribed, they will prove ſuccetsfull, And ina word, nothing 
will ever be found commendable or warrantable, which in the 
undertaking, hath not a.rife from ſome cleer Rule inthe Word ; 
and in the application, is not proportionate .to the capacity of 
thoſe to whom it is to be applied : tor the Apoitic doth inſtruct 
us by his example, to becunze ail things io all men, to wine ſome. 
1 Cor. 9. 22, 


Cna #?, VII. 


Concerning the office and imployment of Deacon”, 


I. I Boe name of a Deacon is diverſly taken in the Scripture ; 

4 (the Originall is A/2w&) yet alwayes fignifying Thc - 
that is appointed for , or doth attend upon ſome etvice : and | 
according tothe diverſity of the ſervice, the word is difterently 
taken. 

- 2. Sometime it is applied to common ſervice z ſometime to 
peculiar ſervice to be performed in the Church only. ' It' 15 aP- 
plied to. common ſervice, Xar.8. 15. where it is ſaid of Peters 
wives mother,that ſhe being cured of her fever, roſe and (+ove7) 
 miniſtred unto them, And in this ſenſe it is uſed, Aat. 20.26 
He. that Will be great among ou , let him be your miniſter, 
(he xar@-.) | | 4b OB Tg | 

"3. When it is applied to ſervice peculiarly belonging to the 
Church, it_is again differently taken : EY 
zi Eieſt, for the. whole work which by Gods appoinement 


. 
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The offece-and imploywent of Deacons. 
wo be performed in the Churcit, inalf his: Ordinances, 
So ({ breſþ is- calied, Rows. 15. B. Ave zoves , a Miniſter ofthe 
Cirenmeciſion.; fo. the Apoktle, 2 Cor. 6. 3, 4. dothcall m- 
felf 2 Deacon of God, and his ſervice (Sravoriw)) 2 Deacon- 
{hip:; we render ic Miniſtery': the words-are, Giving none 
ence. in avy. thing, that the Miniſtery (J1axovia be not 


lamed, but in all; hiags approving our ſelves as the Mini- 
fters (Sraxores Deacons) .of FJod.” Here 1t takes in the Ad- 
miniftration of. the. Word with the other ſervice. . 
Secondly, iris taken for that-part of the Miniftery which is 
contradiftin&to the Adminiſtration. of the Word, and 
ſtandeth.wholly in matter of Action : in which ſenſe it is 
taken, Rom. 12. 6,7. Where the Apoſtle doth diſtribute all: 
the offices belonging-to the. Church. into- two. kinds, into 
Praphefie, and. into. (&arwic). Mmmiftery. . By the firlt he 
meancth the wholedifpenſation of the Word ; and by the 
ſecond , all.that which belongeth to matter of Action. 
Thirdly, it is taken moſt properly for that part of Action 
and Church-ſervice,which is diſtin from the proper work 
of the Elders ; and: fo it js here to be.conſfidered:: and in 
this ſenſe the quality of a Deacon is. deſcribed, 1 7 im. 3. 
from v.$, til}-14.. 
4. This office was inſtituted by the Apoſtles at Zeru/alcm, to 
redrefle an;inconveniencie which did fall out. in the d4rily miri- 
* (ion; namely theneglef of ſome widowes..more then of 0- 
hers ; -by reaſon of me inequaliey there aroſe a murmuring 
and-diſcantent, which.by theſe Officers was. remedied, as you 
may read more at large, _A#s 6. v.1. titl7, 

5, . The proper work. then of the Deacons, is,” To look to the 
proviſion which is made for the relief of the poor , that it be 
peel eccording, to.their neceſſities; and ro this 

A, they-are to reccive and keep the colle&ions which arc 


made far.that uſe ; and they ought to: viſit,and conſider the ſtate 
of the poor.and-fick,. that knowing their wants, the Elderſhip 


(and Congregation, if need be ) may help to ſapply the ſame ac- 
a hed bn b: P £0 10PPIy 


—— 


— 


= 


6. They ought in the work of theircharse to be ſubordinate 
unto the Pau} TE 
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The office and imployment of Deacons, 


lie; For, ro-cxte thechicf Elders at Jeruſalem, they were cre. 
ated: and the reafon why they were-conftitured to eaſe them, 
is ſtill inforce ; for the rext ſaith thus, 48. 6. 1, There aroſ+ a 
myrmuring of the Grecians again the Hebrews , berauſt their 
Widowes were neglefted in the daily miniſtration. Verl. 2. Then 
the Twelve called the multitude of the Diſciples unto them , and 
faid, it ts not reaſon that we ſhould leave the Word of God, and ſerve 
tables, v. 3. Wherefore brethren, look ye ont among you ſeven 
men of honeſt report , fwll of the Holy Ghoſt and wiſdome, whom We 
way appoint over this buſineſſe; v. 4. But we will give our ſelves 
contwmally to prayer, and the minifiry of the Word. From whence 
1t appeareth, thatthe ſervice of tables (that is,to provide meat for 
the poor, and diſtribute unto them their portion) is not to be 
-4mpoſed upon them that attend the labour of the Word and 
Prayer, but ought to be committed unto fome others. And that 
theſe others are ſabordinate unto them, appearerh borh by the 
nature of their imployment,, which is about a matter of lower 
concernment ; ins by the manner of their admiſſion unto it, 
which was by the impoſition of the hands of the Elderfhip : 
for the Apoſtles did appoint them to their oftice, not only as 
' Apoſtles, but as Elders of that congregation. | 

7. And becauſe they are-thus ſubordinate unto the 1g, 

by their primitive conſtirution ; therefore in rhe Reforme 
churchesthey are obliged to regulate their matters by the adviſe 
of the Elderſhip , ro whom they are bound from time to time 
to ſhew the accounts of their receipts and disburfments, and the 
condition of the poor who are to be relicyed, [In the Synodira! 
Ads of the French churches, cap.4. and in the Church-Ocders of 
the Dutch-churches, art.25. 

* 8. And becauſe they are thus accountable unito the Elderſhip, 
they are bound to keep exaR reckonings of their receipts and 
dichurſoments The Receipts come, in Foraigne churches, 


chiefly in France and Low-Conntries, onely from free willing 
contributions, which at every mecting of the Congregation to 
heare the Word, are gathered by the Deacons ; and the 
Disburſements are indifterently to all the Poore who offer 
themſelves, but chiefly to' thoſe of their owne Congte- 
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The duty of Chriſtians i# 6 particular Church, 


9. Inlarger Congregations of the Foraign churches,the Elder- 
ſhip hath their meeting apart from the.Deacons, 8 the Deacons 
meet ordinarily by themſelves once or twice a week ; but in leſſer 
Congregations, the Elders and Deacons meet ordinarily all to- 
gether at leaſt oncea week. 
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Concerning the Duty of Chriſtians, as they are to be in a particular 
(hurch, and under. the government of Rulers ſet over thew 
x the Lord, 


1.X XK / E underſtand by. Chriſtians, men that have piven up 

/ - their names unto Chriſt, to be called (a) by his name, 
(a) AR. 11.26. The. Diſciples were. called Chriſtians firſt in 
- Antioch, & Epheſ.3.15. Of whom the family in heaven and earth 
is named;.to call. (b) Poa him., (6): 1 Cor. 1.2. All that in 
every place call, upon the name of Jeſus Chriſt.] by calling him 
(oe Lord,  (c). 1'Cor. 12. / No 9 J ſay that Feſus 
Chriſt i the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt. 

2, . By a (hzrch, 1s meant a congregation of ſuch-men called 
and gathered together by the Word : Mat.13.37. till 44. to be 
(d) ſeparate from the world, (4). 2 Coro6. 17, Come out 
from them, and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and I will receive 
you. &Revel.18.4,. ( ome out of her (viz.of Babylon) my people 
and in the uſe of all (hrifts.ordinances, to be an habitation of God 
through the Spirit, Ephel. 2.19, 20, 2', 22. 

3. The duty of Chriſtians as viſible profeſſors of Chriſtianity; 
doth ſtand ina threefold Relation ; - 

© The firſt sto the Church, as it is the Body of Chriſt, 
- Theſecond.is to.the Elderſhip of that Church. +- 
The third is to the Members thereof. 


C1. Of the firſt, vil. Dmties.relating to the Body of Chriſt. 


"< All Chriſtians that gloxy in the name of Chriſt, ought to 
appeare (e) for him amongſt meg, -(-) Matth.10.32,.33. hoſo- 
ever ſball confeſſe me before men, him mill I confeſſe alſo before M4 

| : Father 


ſy "IS _ —_— —_— 


| ue its the Body of Chriſt. 
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Father Which u in heaven ; but whoſoever ſpall deny me before men, 
bins will 1 alſo. deny before my Father which is in heaven, ] And 
they ought ſo to appeare as he hath appointed, and not asthey 
think good, or as men appoint. Mat. 15. 9. 1» vain do they wore 
ſhip me, teaching for dottrines the commandements of men, 

5. Thoſe that will appeare for (rift, ought to apply them- 
ſelves to ſome particular Congregation profeſfing Saintſhip , 
as Members thereof. Mat, 12. 30, He that is wot with me, 1s 
againſt me , and he that gathereth not with me, ſcattereth abroad. 
Mat.. 11. 28, 29, Come wnto me take my yoke pon you, 
Gal. 6. 10, Them who are of the houſhold of faith. 1 Joh. 2. 19. 
They went ont from us, but they were not of us, 8c. Ila. 8.16, 
Binde np the Teſtimony , and ſeale the Lav among my diſciples. 
1-Cor. 1, 2. Vnto the (arch of God which is at (orinth, to them 
that are ſanftified——called to be $aints, & 1 Cor. 12.27, Te 
are members in particular. 

' 6, It is foretold, that there ſhould be many Congregations in 
the Church of the Goſpel,and yet all upon the ſame Mount $10, 
and under the ſame defence; and by Gods appointment to: be as 
one Body, Iſfa.4.5, Vpon every awelling place of mount Zion, and 
upon her aſſemblies, there ſhall be a cloud and ſmoak by day, and the 
burning of a flaming fre by night, Joh, 10. 16. Other ſheep, not 
of this fold ,. thens. fr bring there ſhall be one fold and oc 
ſhepherd. 

7 Now to underſtand the Relation which believing 'Pro- 
feffours have unto the Church, three things are to be conlidered. 
Firſt, how every Believer doth ſtand, as to a particular Congre- 
gation. Secondly, . how one Congregation doth ſtand as to an- 
other, in reſpe&t both.of the Members and of the Rulers thercot. 
And thirdly, how Believers ſhould apply themſelves unto par- 
ticular Congregations, ; and be received therein by their Elder- 


iPs. 


8, All. Believers are baptized by: one: Sperit into one Body, of the fr 
1 Cor. 12, 13+ and in that one _y they are- called-to the en- jg. . ,,, 4e. 
Joyment. of the Peace of God, Coloſt; 3. 15. and therein by God. liever; Hand is 
ſet mn their leverall places, 1 GOr.12.18. and made members one 4 particular 
of another, Rom. 12. 4, 5. and joyned and compatted together by OS 


ones nuder their. head Chriſt 7eſus, Ephel, 4+ 16. — 
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"Of the [econd 


every congregation of believers, 1-Cor. 12,27. Now ye ( viz. 
-Connthians ) are the Body of Chrift, Rom. 12.5. So We ( viz. 
'Romans) are one Body in Arik And the Church univerſalk 
Epkel, 1. 22,23. the head over all things to the Church, which is 
bis Body, the fulneſſe of hins that filleth all in all. 
.. 9. From hence it is evident , that every believer is not only 
bound to make open profeſſion of his faith, (as is (f) required 
Rom. 10.9, 10:) (f) If thou confeſſe with thy month the Loyd 
Feſis, and fhatt believe in thine heart that God hath raiſed him from 
the dead,” thou ſhalt be ſaved. For with the heart man bilieverh 
wnta righteouſneſſe, and With the month confeſſion is made untg 
ſalvation.) but that in ſodoing he is bound ro appcare in the 
communion of (gp) Saints, ſtanding in one body faſt together with 
others, ftriving for the Faith of the Goſpel,Phil.T,27. (g )Ph.2.1, 
2:4-If there be any conſolation in Chriſt,if any comfort of love,if any 
fellowſhip of the Spirit—— be ye like-minded, having the (ame 
love, being of one accord, of one mind; look_not every man on his 
own things, but every man alſo on the things of others. ] And by 
this conjunction of Believers, when an Elderſhip is rightly ſt 
over them, particular Congregations are conſticuted. As At.14. 
22, 23- The Apoſtles having converted the Gentiles to the faith, 
ordained them Elders in every (hurch, with prayer and faſting. 
10. As (ingle Believers are Sar to aflociate themſelves one to 


bead, bow Con- another; ſo ought every congregationof Believers to allociateit 


585-5 doe {elf tots neighbour-co 


ſtandone to an» 


ether. 


ation by the very fame rules &bands 
by which particular Chriſtians are bound to joyn themſelves one 
to another. For if af Believers in the world are baptized 1nt9 
one Body, 1 Car.12.13. and if all are cated to the Peace of God mn 
that one Body, Col.3.15. and are bound to endeavony the Unity 
of the Spixit one towards another, in the Bond of that Peace, bc- 
caule there's but oze Body of Chriſt in alt the world, F $ 4. Ty 
2, 3,4 Whichis homogeneall (that is, of the ſame kinde ) in all 


 themembers thereof : And if this whole Body' is to be fitly 


Joyned and compaticd together by that which: every joint ſupplict', 
Epheſ. 4.16. Then ought none of all the wroa fare Be- 
Heversto-ſtand feparate one from anarhee,, but are bound to 
unite themſelves by their joynes ( that is their Officers) fo necr 
as poſlibly they can, inal $pirituall relations, forthetr mwrnal 
Faifiearion in love, Epheſ4.16, 11:59 
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a9 it is the Body of Thrift. : 56 : 
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- 21+» Sothen, every trace Believer that-hath made open vro\11 refer of 
feof of his faith, by deing 2 member of any one Ct L oo 
fath @ right of memberſhip unto all the conpregarions of the 
world, becauſe all are bat one in Chriſt, Gal. 3. 28.. and all have 
one and the [ame acceſſe mito the Father, and are fellow-citizens, 
and of the ſame howſhold of Faith, Epheſ.2.19... | 

72, It is then contrary to the-mind of Chriſt, that thoſe who 
- nf er of the ſame faith, and worſhip in the ſame way, 
ſhould ſtand either ſingle by themſelves, and not-imbodyed with 
other profeſſors ; 'or ſtand fo imbodyed with fome,as to be diſ- 
joynted fromrother bodies of the ſame profeſlion. . 
« 13. Nor onght any Church-officers to take upon them fuck a 12 179þe# of 
Reſation to-any particular Body, as to think themſelves obliged 7 Officers. 
wmro-none but unto the members thereof, in their Miniſterial}. 


| charges; forif they doo, they make themiclves to be no- joints | 


b 


inthe body of Chrit, ( which every officer is bound to be'). and. 
they-hinder the compatting of the Whole together, Whiclv is con- 
frary ts the end of theirtmployment, Ephe/.4. 13.16. and. they 
open a-door to the cumming craftineſſe of - mew who lie i” Wait to 
deceive ; that it may ſedace the ſimple and plain-hearted believer, 
md unſertle him. Ephe.4.14. Rom, 16.18.. | 2-19 
14, All Chriſtzans applying themſelves unto a particular 0fthe 1b;r4 
congregation, ought to come thereunto free, Wiing/y,. an-rphe ny wg 
beauty. of holineſſe, Pfal. 110. 3. and not upon any other confide- pon n_—_ 
rationsthen the love of Helineſle, P/al:84. DES '' elves to apar- 
- F5., If any that are eminent in-the world, .doſtand-upon the ticular copere- 
pointsof Honour, thinking that they have' a right to the privis gat/on- 
ledges of the kingdom of Chriſt, by reaſon 'ot their places in the. 
world; and that it wonld beunbefeeming ro them $0-0fter-chem- - 
ſebves co be admitted into: 2 particular. congregation They'do - 
ly miſtzke the nature of Geds kingdom, & the ſtate of true. 
Fhndin for noneare truly excellent'& honourable buit(þ)Sainrs 
(b) Pak 16. 3: The Saiuts that are inthe earth; and to'the ex-- 
cellent'in Whom: is all roy delight} andthe Godly, whom ad bath- 
potrt for /f.-'Phabs 4; 2; 33 Now the Kingdorne of Chriſt 
oh Tol.r8i79;” gorcat it be entertained with the | 
rldly-refpetts-(;) of perſons,.. (5) Jam.4.t; 4% AFp: , 
bane Any of onr-Lord Jeſs Chriift the Lepth of ghor),., 
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The duty of Chriſtians in 4 parts cular Church, | 


with reſpect of. perſons; | For if there come imto_your Aſſe mbly GC 


with a gold ring in goodly apparell, and there come in alſo a poore 
wan in vile rniment, V. 3. and ye have _ to him that weareth 
the ga) cloathing, and ſay unto him, Sit thou here in a good place, 
= ayto the poor, Stand thou there, or ſu here under m7 footſtoole, 
V. 4. are ye not then partiall in your ſelves, and become judges of 
evillthouphts 7] Becauſe the world, and all that is in it, is either 
wholly oppoſite (4) unto Chriſtianity, and doth lie in wicked- 
meſſe, 1 Joh,5.19. (k) Gal. 6. 14. But God forbid that I ſbould 
glery ſave in the croſſe of the Lord Jeſus C Jrif; by whom the world 
is crucified unta me, and 1 unto the world. & 1 Cor. 3. 19. The 


" Wildome of this World 3s fooliſbneſſe withGod. ] or elc, at the belt, 


(1) ſubordinate unto it. | (/) & 1 Cor. 3. 22. whether Panl, 
or e-Lpolles, orC ephas, or the world, or life, or death, or thin;s pre- 
ſent, or things to come, all are yours, aud ye are Chriſts, aud Chriſt 
:5 Gods. As if he had ſaid, Chriſt is, ſubordinate unto God, ye 
are ſubordinate unto Chriſt , the world and all things in ir are 
ſubordinate to. your ule in reference to Chriſt, - Therefore it can 
be no diſparagement to any in the world to apply themſelves to 
Chriſt jn his ordinances; but. it will be their greateſt honour, 
to exalt him ; for ſuch as canfeſſe him before men, he Will confeſſe 
before bis heavenly Father and his holy Angels, Mat. 10. 32. 
LMl2; $5 514-40 | 

16. Nor do the Saints by their profeſſion of being ſeparate 
from the world, make yoyd any of the lawes of nature; becaule 
they are commandedto be /abjeft unto every ordinance of mas 
forthe Lords ſake; x Pet, 2.13: And the:Lord of glory himſclte 
( though not bound) - did ſubmit., by paying tribute, unto the 
ordinanceof (ear; Matc17-24,25,26,27- and bath commanacd all 
14.9104 'Bnta( afar; what: is.Caſars,: and unto God what 1s Gods, 
Max. 22454 Ul 2.22. Now to Ceſar is due, (») ſubmiſſion, and 
(»}- honour. ' -(#:), Rom. x3;1. Let every ſoule be ſubjett to the 
Higher powers. 8 1 Pet.2, 13. Submit your ſelyveg—— to the 
King roy ' or amto Governogrs' as, muto.them that are ſent 
by &ire.-.. of cr a :tdopopr, the King. AAS then. by the 
Kingdom: of Chejſt,aone of the great ones'of the world, loi any 
reſpect due unto. them, but cather.xeceive ag increaſe of Honour; 
jo. they. qught not 40. refule. $0: yield unto Chriſt the reſpe®t 


which 


NAY rey mo ger eng 


FED 
tot, they are ſet above t elves, {gp out of 
mT ad the reſpefty of it, i, Fx 
2 : BelybinC then that wilf be called 2 Chriſtian (what 
| Severe are amongſt men, it maketh no matter, God ac- 

no mans perſon) is bound as 2 Chriſtian to offer him. 
Fifto be mu oy into a Congregation, and to partake of the 
ges of the honſhold 'of Faith,” 3nd ought profeſiedly to 


7 ſaber himſelf unto by Eat, (o) 2 Tor. 9.73. #1 
Pref Ce or your profeſſed ſwbjeftion unto the Goſpel Chri 
er 3)himfe vid anto the Lord, ery. afe-} Se 


_ unto it Etderſhip whereunto he dork rob his applica- 
'{) 52 Cori's. 5." 7 Log their vn fel ere the 

Lerd rerodoemke by the will of God.” % AR, 2. 4t, #2. "There 
4 (viz. timto 7h Church) rhyee thouſand fakes, wid they 


i er ork "7 mo let doftrine end flow fo, "00h & 


8 B Mk het blres oe Hits innalnly 


Sy Mari tbe rol tint tak q) Seer 
olity, (q) Rom.14.1, Himthat # Weak nx the Fai 
you, but not to d:Þwtarions.)] even as Chriſt (+) received 
us, (xr) Rom. 15.7. vs ye one another, as Chriſt [ſa re- 
Eeived ws to herb if CL] And nd fuch a3 conge 19 high, c faith 
he Hl no wiſe caſt out,” Joh.6.37. 
"/'7þ.” Now cokcerning the Range form and manner of ad- 
mitrio Profeſſors untothe holy Communion, and diſtingy 
thient from thoſe that are at ; we find ae | tintly 
mc ed in the Word, or o_ in rtheprattice © the Apo- 
{les : 7 Therefoce chat which may concern this matter, is con- 
ceived to be left free unto the dif retion of the Piderſhip,asth 
ſhall chink it. moſt fir, for the edification and capacity of thoſc 


with whomth ey haveto do. 


'And'he cuſtome3 of rhe Reform he d churches,in teſþet 
of coca, re found tobe. diffe r; yer, inthe main, 
emis this ———— 


Is "That every ene who for the firſt times to be admitted 
d the Holy communion, is to be fo from is cs 
mwkipe and ronverfarion ; pong Toa Oe cars 


Kihgdom ; for by giving im: ; 


ntto the Elder And. how they 
ſhould be re- 


dead iy therein, 
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Rs an aa re Con regs ation. 
. a. Tf be come. from abroad z having years of, dilcretion and 
oement fit to examine himſelf ,.it js; Es he ſhould: 
<—— his former life bes care and of 
diligence. in- attending the Ordinances in the place where he 


bath lived. And.being found knowing in the fun mentall truths 
of Cariiank , be is deſired -..,. 
-- Firſt; \to.de + mari egy ist9 live anddicin the com- 
munjon of the Refor a op" 
Secondly, to-promilſe, that ifhe ſhould conceive any ſcruples 
of the DoQrinethat is raught.in the Reformed churcheshe ſhall 
bow tg and fall away from the Fellowſhip inco, 
whichbei receiyed ; Pe wank A lame known unto his Teach 
2 r in. ix + 
icdly,.to. ge bags to-uſe allcarefull Slivenca ro ho- 
adogn; = ih. his life and. converſation, 
5dal occiono ES 


OB 


DIE .unto the 


and to 


<* 39d 


F ©fo, REFr: the reception of 
.the. Elder(bip. 
; Places Es whole E erſhip. In. ſome 
Places) Rane th ths arc admitted, are publiſhed 
unto the Who gation from the Pulpit. . 
$6 p* gf 


: ATE Kagdeng, to the Eldeehbipe- 
; Wu z0. Such have ive up fwd. names pag Fong ation 


= an lder- 
Joh 4-1 


"ng a oe 


Ver byxhis they are nordeprived of the liberty ofhearing others 
hebdeatheir, owe Paſtors, that they.may :(z) prove: neil res 
and hold:faft thar:whichis ood, (x) 1 Theft $.\202; wr 
things, hold faſt that which u good nil 0:4 03 row foal, 
+21. They-ought to obey their Rulers ( Y& Fre themſelves 
untq them.; that their work may be done with joy, and;not with 
grief, * (7; ) Heb.13,17. Obey them: that haue the Rule: over "08, 
and ſubmit your ſelves, for they Watch—» That they may do at 
with j Joy, and not with grief. 

22. This obedience and ſubmiſſion ought not to be formall, 
but hearty, proceeding from (2) a high eſteem ofthem in love 
for their works ſake, (z) 1 Thefl. 5. 13. Eſteem them (Viz. 
thoſe that labour, and are over you inthe Lord, ok admonifh 
you) very Lightly 3 in love for their Works ſake. . * 6 

23.. As an inward atteRion.and eſteem, ſo an outward care 
for, their Rulers is requiſite, in Profefſors : They ought then 
tO communicate unto thoſe that teach them in all good things, 
Gal.6.6. counting all that'Rule well, worthy: of .dowhle botopr; 
haut « y0-provide maintenance for thoſe ithat dgbonr. .in the 
_ word and doftrine, 1 Tim. 5. 17. becauſe the Lord hath ordained 

thas. thoſe Who preach the Gaſpel, ſhowld live of, rhe Goſpel x Cor. 

9.14. 
24, They ought to. mari® and avoyd:all Teachers a cauſe 
offences and divifions amongſt them; R0m.16. = 
Fa 


Of the third, viz. Duties relating totheir F clow-members. 


25. They ought to conſider DES Sao bao to) goaly 
them to love ang, to good works; not i the aſemting of 
themſelves topether, as the manner of eb,10.24,25. 

26. They oughe to hold forth the Je .of life , + and ſhine WW 
lights id the world in the midſt-of a crooked generation, Phil-2; 15. 

27, Tothis effect they ought ro do all things without m1r- 
muvings and F Ret that: Mibeyi may he Jenn blameleſſe as ma 


children of Goa, Phil. 2." 
-j28.: ought to ſorts their Jrethoce chravgh love, Gal.5. 1 


and not to epinge themſelors but others ___ thei r good ro edifications 
E 55M Y 'F 2 TY aa 29.They 


hick. Rew4. wholeclep...". 
colic a bujie body, -2 3-6,17. yet 


| gi hoteocunr ps ns br Ald ao 
throng did-Vigc- 


» A. Mc PY 
mrr_m_— — © _ 
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Cn Aa >. IX. 
| pee pe us i po 
| neoffl my AMh pan anche Eten ar the 
: OP regwraas for. us, in- Gods worſhip, t6'do- what we 
bs  2puk but what wHolt agrecable 


w_ Fore avon botertes, his wills, we-catmot worſhip- 
in 

bo Tfiveworthip kimnor in fair, we-centot pleaſe him. 
A Twe plealvhlabavr, wecannerte a'blefſing upon- 


og » 0c o be fare of a bt , we muſt know bn 
ry Harriet Is: molt : nſwerable to his will, 


SO | obferve FruN the Sacrament of rhe 

lpper prac feinthe infliturion thereof, ſo far 

hang [how ares Tine the Gme;': an this 4ritention in 
4 w-Chereu :ivro-be conſidered, 

ae ; Chrifts pr andiincention. 


"Fw Tonds Supper. © 


fer renner booed co look. 
/ androche A unto Chriſt « in theſink 


pe ren: _ vir por oa 
. 45,f0 call us unto communion with them ; that by 
have communion with the Father, and with Fegaers feſres 
 +Joh-1.3. For we are ſuce, thatin followioghim and fulfilling 


apo wat vr pw. 

Chriſts praRiſe then in the inftirution of his Su that 
which is to be imitated, is this —— —_ 

| Firſt, he took the Bread, and: by giving ſpeciall thanks over 
#, he ſeparated it from nie to a hoy uſe ; then he brake 
i, and. - 4x to his diſciples, and commanded them: to car 


bleſſing he ſeparated from the common toa holy uſe ;. and.chen 
ſciples, commanding themall rodrink of it. 


gave 
F Thirdly, this bread and cup the Load: did diftri 


as 


Kcath and. of the fruits thereos, and of his comming again, 


matter of his table-diſcourſe; 
10. Next unto this praiſe of the Lord, thekpoſtolicallpra- 


38.conſiderable ; obſerve thereby wihat-is properly 
mmitable neterig —_—_ by the Church. 


11, Let-us look —_ that ide Apoltle Pantdelivereth | 


unto the church of Cor;urb, Epilt.z ;chap.30, 11. ws 9a che 
Places briefiy,andthen-make ome:;obſcrvations: 
In chag-10. the Apoſtles ſcope is, to diflwade 
from: izing with Idolaters -in eating of 


Mine -commution with Idolaters 'in | 
— from 441,411 23» -S00c 


rang 


his intention, we do nothing amiſle.;' becauſe He is ws 


Secondly, he cook the Cup, whichin like manner by aſpecrall 


the table with his Diſciples, where he ſpake with chem. of bs 


you may ſce more at large in Aatth. 26, from: perſ#,20..till 36. 
Ark. 14. from v..i8.cilk;2. Zak; 22; drome: 14. tilkgg. and 


in foky,;the whole chapters, 13, 14, 1526; 77, are. to de com- - 
pared with the other three Evangelilts and taken in as-the . 


1009 ETA Primitive. church did herein follow:the iLord, | 


AE Corbin 
ferificed 
Kanto - The parts of the chapter arctwo:: (Firſt, As : 


; 


—Aaethens ry aver converſation with Kdolarers/-in ' eating nd 
—— 'vwhichthey had offered unto idols, 
Herb frm _ "Fir 9 xx re ogy offence unto weaker 
v2 : ” MAS 4:17 bf 105 
ng uſed to diffivadethem from par- 
raking with idolaters in their Idol-worſhip, one is taken from 
«heig.erigagement tO celebrate the Lords * Cy and from the 
elution which thephad :ro the Lord in'it;-and to one another. 
This is exprefſed from ». 15. tilt-22, where firſt he- ſtirs them up 
£0 (0% hey and to ——_ vers armparen of that which he was 
to oP eak as to wiſe me Y judge ye What 1 ſay, v.15. 
Pd ora et themthree chings ;- ind by the anfiver of 
A hy nog conclude his dehofration. / 
-- -» Firſtcheiſhewerh what is meant by the uſe of the Elements in 
che Lords ſupper. The cup of bleſſing (ſaith he) which we bleſſe, 
54 it:n0t the communion of che blood of Chriſt ?" and the bread which 
We:breake ; 41:51 wot the tommunion of the body of Chri af ? yerſl. 16, 
Asifihe bad aid; Whardo you meanby bleſſing the cup , and 
Orc bead avthe-Lords ſupper? for what end and pur- 
pole isitinſtirured?- Is it not to evidence that you have com- 
Eg his body knbblood;es his | Pirituall mem- 
; to G2 3.44 Ar 
he ſhewerh whadis meanr' by: their joynt partaking 
"We ben Hoy (faith he) are one bread, and one 
bis. for s'of that one bread, v.17. As if hc 
id, alchough-in our ſclves we-are many and ditina per- 
low yernreerecer Chriſt we are. ( as of old the ſhew-bread 
ie-Lord):butone bread,and one myſticall-body ; becauſe 
| pinth;do- partake of that -one bread which in a myſterie 
1 obey, _ And-.this-is drought in as a reaſon to confirme the 
| int; iFor(faith he) we being many,are one bread; &C. 
thatis,The zaaſon mpeneciling of the cup and breaking of 
the bread, doch mean and 1mport-'a commumnion-with Chrilt in 
Oc ts diy 421200 our mutual. relation andthe con- 
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LET TOES 


 _ . kim; ſeeing by this: aQion; asrelating unto him; we have;tome, 


munton one_with another.:.- :- 


Thirdly, he ſheweth what is meant by the eating of | Sactificess. 


v.18.” Bebold- (faith he) 1/rael: afterithe fleſs3: are not they. which 


. Fat of the ſacrifices,” par takers of the altar ?, As if he: had aid :. 


conſider the euſtome of the Jews after the fleſh in gheir ſacrifices, 
and the ordinance that God gaveunto- them, concerning the cat- 


ing of holy things : Their cuſtome is, that ſuchas cat-oF the Sa-- 


crifices, have communion with, the Altar, and partake;in.the. 
worſhip by which the ſacrifices are offered up unto God;,,and if 
_—_ upon Gods ordinance given to the Prieſts concerning 
ly things, Levir.22, from ». 10, till 17. .you' ſhall:ſee that all 
Gropgere rs; are, expreſly, forbidden to. partake-thereof, and-that 
none-but: ſuch as had.a reference.to thaalkar mightear of them 
the Lord. intimating, avd:the cuſtome of the Nation confirmin 
it, that the cating of ſacrifices is not a 'common ation ;- but- a 
Matter of worſhipiinportinga communion.withthe Altar..! - -/; 
-.Fromalt whichthe Apoſtledoth tacitely infinuate thus mych:. 
That as the chicf thing aimed. at 'in the Lords ſupper, is to,eyi- 
dence-gur communiqn with Chrif,..and with one anotber;in rc+ 
Ference tohim; and the cleer purpoſe of the Jews incating of fa. 
crifices,was to manifeſt their relation unto theAlrar as partakers 
of the worſhip and ſervice done at.it.z So-che meaning and intent 
of cating things ſacrificed untoldols, muſt be,to have communi- 
61 with the altar of the Idol, and the idolagrous worlhipper- 
formed thereat. This inference is not expreſled,, but, anly” mnti- 
mated, till a doubt be propoſed and anſwered. _—_— 
The doubt is enabeet v.19.thus : #hat.ſay Ithge (faith he) 
that the Idol ws any thing ? or that which u offer Wh. {acrifice to 
1dols 3s any thing ? As 1k he had faid:;.I do not intendto intimate 
unto- youby. this, that an Idol is that which. hath. a reall being 
for we knoW that an Idol is nothing in the world,, 1. Eos. 8. 4, 9. 
conſequently, ] do not ſay that the things offtered.in facrifice unto 
Tdoks arc any thing in reference to worſhip , further-chen the 
Amaganation of.the GT doth fancie, them to vos: mm 
giveth no being to any thing...So. then in. the propolall. ot-tac 
Tade: he doth cleerly,deny that which: it pSce ah ſuppoſe. - 


and then for, a. fuller anſwer: unto ity. he. dork ſhewe bus clees 


Means, 


_— 


—— 
—— 


my rorering che Ceriiees ofche Gemcites, and inferreth 
From thence DESI at thole => 00 cye Pi Partake 
chaevof Fn PI [8254 <<} 3015.91 


Pen Pane cs as ro declare that the —__ of 
Xo worſhip their "Tdemnons; Which are Devils, oc 
handed. fm: 
*is Wnferredvids detoinatory: FRET thus: 
ye Gould have oa With devils, As if 
the Meaning and: e'of king-of 
| 1ON-1 P3/4AG it is evident 
n= 4 eh If13- 
you from: coor any <C/7i14 

the reaſon why he doth 4 

none $91, in theſewords To cam des 
jw $4 thi * horror y# carmar be =" 
be'1 and of rhe Able of Devils \As ifhe had faid, 
Jay from this, decuuſe-y6u cannot Nand under two 
olire tehations, ani Kavecommuniba midu eo oppoſites at 
© 2s wi i ee time” The celativn which you have unco 
on eee Devinerpopeie ; rherefore 
anderboth at once; yon cahnor maintain com- 
eh borh «toner but if you partake of the cup and 
4 younaſ abi from the cup and table of the 


- ER reg 1ea the words ; the obſervations which 
| vr ” ee theBa— 

T'IEt,” WE: robs mbolize with Ido- 

ies che gremelt unlawfall co Chriſtians. 

idol that ever was in the 


> 47 > eg 
we ot Hor therefore to 
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Ade th LORDS Supper. 


becau 
nor uncircumciſion, bur.the doing of Gods will, that maketh vs 
acccptable unto him. Now it is contrary to his will, that we 
ſhould follow another example of worſhip then that which his 
Apoltles have given us : It is contrary to his will, that we in his 
worthip ſhould ſymbolize with Idolaters, and that we ſhould 
ſeem to collude with them in their a& of Idol-worſbip, when 
weknow that the Lord will not be adored, but received in his 
&upper.; and it is no ceverence at all, but a very irreverent and 
unbeſceming behaviour, to put forth an at proper to adoratio 
en he doth call us to put forth an at of communion a 
ellowſhip, Ty EP bo, 
. The ſecond obſervation is; That che eating of bread, and 
drinking of a cup.at the Lords ſupper, is a Tab)c-ation; : This is 
to be gathered from verſ, 17. He are partakers of one Bread; 
& v.21. Partakers of the table of the Lord, and 'of. the table of 
Devils, Tac(c cxpreſſions acehere uſed with a reference tothe 
aime of fellowſhip and 4” 2 whence 1 inferre theſe 


{cenchiſions. 1. Seeing 


Ya, 


lt. 


mt. Ai 
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__ Sing thtult of mezationlado by Hdencol thichy 
yy 5 partaking of: one/Bread-:by:many.; it- doth. follow, thar 
thi pa .ofit-is one, the: more the 
aitefcommunion's dencedy) Then-it followeth alfo, that the 
partaking of the otipht to be-as much one, as the nature of 
A! £ Meal doth permit, and-as Chriſt by his example doth infinuate. 
Now'the nature of a Meal, doth not. only permit, bur require, 
that duch as have tellowſhip1in it,' ſhould be together” as guclts 
to partake joititly of it 5 and Chrilts example os cleerly ſhery - 
that all his: Diſciples were in- fellowſhip together with him at 
a table.” '\And therefore”to :partake of one bread, and of the 
Lords table, muſt be underſtood to be ſuch a table-action as is 
Proper unto: at a table: From whence i will follow, that 
to/carry'the bread and wine ap and down thehoule, to perſons 
fitting-w/ſeverall pewes,as:in ſo many little chambers of that 
kouſe /is notar all ſqrable to the celebrating of the Lords ſupper, 
becauſeit doth whotly take away the manifeſtation of that tel- 
loigſhip-which the Lord would have evidencediin ir, [Thoſe that 
eatthar bread apart, in ſeverall-petry corporations do not ſhew 
forth char they. are 0ne bread 4as:the Shewbread was, which was 
tobe-ſet before the Lord upon the holy table /in the Sanfuary, 
Breod:25.30.'8 Levita4Þ vs . rift io. Which Bread did repre- 
> «0309 Congregation of 1/-ae/' xinited*as one unto the 
d,ian/ Roo ow ohe table z: which rypeis now 
nt preſentation of the real! 
diead ar od kn table, to his Father, to be 
unto. him... Not'can it be ſaid -that choſe who lit 
Sc_—_ radiance from- each other, are one Body, 25 
men ab mire forat mealesnone'ace-onc body Ppro- 
57dir ſach-45-<at roperher at the ſame-rable ;' Therefore 
ones ner ſurable ro thar which is to be evidenced at the 
taking of the Lords table. 
nr ng Tothey an aR'of Communion, we muſt partake of the 
SPEAc «Now the breadis not.one orderwiſe then.asit 
ws chime bled withirhe fame Bedding: there- 
fore it. folk k hg of &asone,-mult be to 
wg ifa. 5296 is oY 
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and Fiebe acked what Chrift-would have his gueſts to do > the” 


anſwer! muſt be raken from Luke 15.30. That he would have: 


them ber and drInk with him at his table in his Kingdome.” To1eat 


.and drink (chen) at his table, is to be his gueſt; and not to have; 

4 bir of meat brought from the-table: If Lazarwthe begger: 
Iying aethe rich mans gate, had received a diſh of meat from his 
 eable; it would not have made him one of his gueſts. : "bur the 
other Lazar of Bethary who fate with Chriſt artable,Zoh.' 2:2. 
was properly a fellow-gueſt (or perhaps Chritts hoſt) becauſe he 
did eat with him at the table." To have fellowſhip then in par- 
taking of the table, is robe at the table, and ro do the action 
proper to a table: But-to carry' the bread and drink from the 
table, to give it to every one apart , is- contraryto- this;Table- 
aGion, and theref6re not ro be praRtiſed any longer,inthis time 
of Reformation. - 0, Wi My ! 

- + +2, Thetable of the Lord,and the table of Devils; areer as 
paralld in oppoſition to-each other ; therefore to! partake: of 
rhe one; and of the other, -are made-contraries-direly inconm 
ſiſtent rogether ; and being ations direRly contrary, they mult 
be of one kind';, and if of one kind, then the table-aRion uled at 
th&one,- was the ſame with the ation uſed at the other.. Now 
it is known that at the Idol-facritices, ſuch as-were invited, did 
ſic and feaft at a'table, 1!Co#.8.10. Sir atameat in che Tdolsremip'e. 
And it was the onftom of alf ages to have a feaſt upon a facritics; 
you may ſee it at. Farob and Laban; parting y Gr. 31. 54. and 
art: the Moabites friendſhip which They [made with -1f#ael , 
Numb.25.1,2. And to this the {trumpet doth allude, Prov 7-144 
and in P{/.22.'7,155-26/ the (Imeirhing is /inrmared bythe pro- 
miſe of a$pirituall-nical whereby phe fouterof belicvers tha)l be 
fatisfiedand live forever. 'If then: ro: partake-of the table of de= 
vils, and of Chriſts table, are parallels in oppoſition; and if 1t i6 
evident not only by the known cuſtome;, bur by the Apoſtlcsex3 
_ preſſion, x'{ox. 8.10, that inpartaking of the Idols table; the 


$1: 2 


did fir at meat in the-tdol-remte-; Then wwilbtollow, that 
who did parcake of the Lords rabſe, did.ficat meatin the Loxds 
eempler:” Apoſtje ſhewing what he means by: pa 


inreſpe& ofche onetable;-doth alſo explain'thar which isrobe 
underſtood by the fame word in + —_ other. = 
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nmr oo obſervation is, thav 'the Apoſtle faith, Weal ars 
er... We xll, ſheweth that" their cuſtome was.ta be.in-2 
dy; andas a Body torpattake; ' and-that the'wholo Bady did 
ake 3t once, ſo _ as _— - _y ns” 30 rr the 
- ſeparate/partaking, but the {tngle. partaking alſo is condemned 
a6arhing unfurabl tothe Lords. fpper. The practife then of 
the Maſſe-Pricft to take the bread and wine alone. in publike, is 
bereby condemned- ;: and the private- adminiſtration of the 
Eords ſupper to thefick, (which ſome ignorantly and ſuperſtiti. 
ouſly crave., asa Viaticam itinerts ſupremi,. ( ſo: they call it ), 
the proviſion-foy their 1aſt journey) is a corruption of, the ordi- 
nance : For the words Mary and e=Fl, which the Apoſtle doth 
uſe here; exclude the Adminiftration unto one alone. 
114 In theeleventh chapter of this ſame Epiſtle, from ». 17, 
till the end, the Apoſtle doth ſpeak of the celebrating.of the 
Lords ſapper;-and his ſcope.is cleerly, to refike the. abuſes and 
diſogders which-were crept in amongſt the Corinthians in the uſe 
ofchat ordinabce.: :Iſhall open the tear, and then make obſer- 
vattongds 1 mn yum on fg no | 
- Fieſt then, v.19; he reproves them in genecall, that they: cam: 
togetber. nat: for the better but for, the worſe ; namely,.tor the: 
Then int particalar,hetolls them what their: faults were, .cor-- 
ngthem tor/tht fame; and: inftruts them in their duty, 
wing ho - oy /* cars be obſerved.: 7 
. \Ne., rs their faules, from. verſc 18, till. 22... which are: 
"Bild hapeyadinidaial 
->.-: Firlt; that weradiridedinfecs,: v.18;19. For firſt of 
all (fairhbe); when gr tone together 5n the. Church, 1. heare that 
therebe divifuonsiamang you; and 4-pertly believe it; . for there muZk 
_ here fie s({eQs) among ft: you;that they which are approved may 
L | ON A p v3 * > "4 
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alba , that. they did not: come:together.ſo much to cat. 
the Lords ſupper, astheir own ſuppers;z.and that in a divided 
& EXCOMIVEWAY, 27.20,2it- hes je core together therefore ito 
on this is. notto eajthe- Lords ſupper ; for in cating, every 
ene F488 before other: s, O00 fogper .  andl-one 3s lonngry and 
enther is ranks, Asif hc had aid ; When 
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ye come together, 
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o not ſcem.to intend the obſervation of Chriſts ordinanee, 
'the raking of your own meals.in ſeveral! companies, ina dil. 
orderly.divided way, and with-exceffe of eating anddrinking in 
ſome, when others are faſting and.hungry. Your faults then are, 
that-you come not. only divided in opinions and affeQions,but in 
your actions and behaviour, you change the Lords ſupper into an 
ordinary meale.;, and theſe your meales are taken ſeparately; 
and :n taking of them ſome are exceſſive in drinking, and glues 
themſelves,while others who partake not with them are hungry, 
Thus their faults are opened, 

The correQtion of theſe faults, is in ver/.22, what (aith he 
have ye not houſes to eat and to drink ? or deſpiſe ye the Church of 
God, and ſpame them that bave-net ? What- fball I ſay to you * 
Shall I praiſe yowin this? I praiſe you not. As if he had ſaid, 
Do you not-know that- ye ought not to come together in the” 
Church to cat an ordinary meale ? are not private meales to be- 
taken at home in your houſes 2 By this meanes you make 
the Church of God contemptible; and. the. ſociery- of: Saints 2: 
common thing ; and- you. make them» aſhame&, that have not 
made proviſion for entertaining themſelves plentifully as ſome 
of you.do. You.diſhonour then the houſe of God, and-ſhame. 
your brethren ; you deſerve. greatly to be blamed for alk this, . 
wherein you are.extreme faulty.. | 

Having thus laid theis faults open,.and correQed them for - 


hs. 


the ſecond part, and the third, .concerne.the perſons doing the 
t 


- 


ſame, to dire 
Two. duties ; the. one 

£0 fit himſelf for the ordina EXECUtOry,, :V . 
all of them are to fic themſclves each. towards other in. theis | 


meeting £0 that cbcR, . 
« w_ ee —_ Ls mags p The: 
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"Ibe-dodtrine copcraning the Ordinatice it Jelf, is werſc22, 
25336 - where, firſt be ſhewes by what auth he doth 25:24 
this dodrine';: For {faith he) 7 have recerven of the. Lord thar 
which-T heve delivered wuto you.” Secondly, be relites unto them 
what Chiriſt did and-faid in the inſtitution of the Ordinance. 
Thirdly, he:declares unto them what the meaning of their ation 
mY that which Chriſb Pry and AY what 
He 


.Chriſts ations ns focechirs are | diſtinly related, in reſpe& 


-of the time, and in reſpeX of the things done and ſaid by v4 at 
that Soya 


The time was, che night wherciahe. Was betrayed. That the 
Lord?e eſwn-in the ſame night Wherein be was betrayed, v.27 
The thingsidone and faid by hini, relate the rwo warts of the 
Qrdinance :: the A Op1007y pa Bread'; the' fecond, con- 
yerning the Cup. | 
Ian: Bread, ke did.three things : He' took it, he 
1: gave thanks overit,and then brake ir; £23 24; Took bread, 
; nd whats hehad giventhizks, he brake it. © 
, Goncevtiimtythe Bread, he fpake three words : Firſt,a word of 
command, T ake andear.! Secondly, a word of inſtitution 
-,xnd conſecration, ſhewing'what was meant by the bread, 
TT his(viz. bread ) is my Body which'is broken for you. And 
6 #bitdly, > word of direftion, inſtruQingthem what to do, 
©: 2andto whatend they {ſhould do it ; Do rhis 14 remembrance 
ar of me. v.14. 
- Concerning the Cup he relates in ike mannerthar which the 


Meta 

. id; tis capuebot i theſe words + After -h 
ymner—ohtr he took'the Coup, When he had (upp ed, N25. 

| Tharwbich he te, is in theſe words: ſaying, this Cup it 

the New Teftament in'my Bleed : Here is the word of in{ti- 
- turion andconfecration.' 8 "Rd" Thi"do ye ar oft ts je drink, 


tt, invemenbrante Y "this bs the word © cormmantc- 
- mens;und of di mv. a5;" 
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" Hithertoche apoſtle hath delivered mice Chriſt 612 aa fad 
at _ NIEEAIEREY of _ Ordinance : Now, in the verſe follow- 
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ing, he delivers uato them dodrinaſl whar the true 

and-inrent of their aQion'is in colebrecing the I 
For (hitbhe): 28 dften as 70 eatthir brenda, pr drink this Je 
firm rhe Lardodearh till ie come. Ab if he had faid, Chriſt havitip 
inted his laft _ be celebrarcd, bythe breaking 
, and partaking of the cup, for a remembrarſce of him, 
= 'of that which he hath done tor us: your imitation of him. 
m'this ordinance, in the nature of it, is a ſhewing forth of his 
death ; a teſtimonial of your faith in his death; till he come 

again to receive you into life. 

This is the doAtrine which is delivered concerning the Ordi- 
nance it ſelf, . as it is to be celebrated in imitation of Chriſt. . 
Followeth, the doAtine delivered concerning the' way to do 
this worthily, both in reſpe& of every Member by/himſelfe in 
Particular, and in reſpe& of the Body -of the Congregation in 
common. 

The particular _— are taught, 1, What the guiſtis of 
unworthy -partaking. / 2, How this owile is t0- be- avoydyg. 
3. What the puniſhment of unworthy partaking is; with the 
cauſe deſerying it, and theefte&t following thereupon. 4. And 
how both the puniſhment, and the dangerous eftec of it is. 
prevented. 

Concerning the ouile of unworthy: partaking , the Apoſtte 
dorh inferre it as a conſequence from the foregoing dotrines 
thus — verſ.27. 

- "Wherefore Whoſoever ſhull eat this bread, and drink, thit up of 
i © ''the Lord nwworthily, fond be geilty'of rhe-body and blood of 
" + -rhe- Lord. 

Thar is; Seeing the Lord hath ordained ;: thar” the eatinglnc y 
#kishis bread, and the drinking of his cup; tall be the memorial 
vfhisbod broken, and of his blood ſhed for-ns'; /! therefore 4f 
an oth not parrake thereof anfwerably-to this end,ant 4s 

$6 becomiinerk —_ _ eeledrare thememoriall of his death - 

be'pniley before the Lord of his b6-- 


i cone 
Grands; ie ping 23A choſe thift Jeaie with him 
unworthitly, and him to death with wicked & pt ofane harids, 


le Wed vey Low this guilt, i 15 t0 come ity previeens - 
wination'f onrfeires? hr inyaCi ie: a A 
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1 But let 4 man exdnaine ham/elf,. and ſo let: him eat of that bread 

nd drink of that Asifhehad faid ; But if you will free your 

from this. /you'muſt come with due preparation of 

rt auto the action of the Lords ſupper ; and this preparation 

-mult be a tryail 6f your ſtate in the preſence of God, fo as to 

approve your ſelves in all things to be anſwerable unto his will, 
io fulilling the purpoſe of.chis osdinanee. 

: Concerning the puniſhment due unto the unworthy partakers, 
the Apottle teacherh them that it is the judgement of dam- 
nation, v:29. For (faith he) he that eateth and drinketh unwor- 
thily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himfelf. As if he had ſaid ; 
Be carefull thus to. examine and approve your ſelves in the uſe of 
.this.ordi ,unto God, to anſwer his will ; for if you do not 
fo, but come naworthily,- you ſhall by your cating and drinking 
Procure a judgement of damnation to your ſelves, as a juſt pu- 
niſhment of your ſinne. 

The cauſe deſerving this puniſhment, is their negleR of re- 
FÞeRaad reverence due to God and his ordinance : the. Apoltle 
calls it, -.29. the not diſcerning the Lords body ; that is, the want 
of care and reſpeA due to the body of the Lord, not taking no- 
rice of the dignity and worth of it , nor diſcerning Gods pur- 

in oftering it to us, but uſing it as a common thing, doth 

erve this puniſhment. 
- "The effe& following 5 upon this cauſe, in them was, that many 
of ames i were weak and fick, and aſleep. v. 30. For this cauſe 
urn many are Weak and ſickly among you, and many ſleep. 
Nioifhe ha ; And RO enihment of condemnation 
is dve unto you, therefore God doth afflit you, to ſhew his dil- 


- plealuce, with purward judgements upon youin the fleth. 


ds LO Pr theſe evils are two : the firſt is our duty, 


% 


which may the temporall chaſtiſemenc ; the ſecond is 


Gods dealing wich us, to prevent the erernall puniſhment. 
- Our duty is to judge our ſclve: whereunto a promiſe is made, 


hat if we perform.ir,we ſhall nor be judged of God. 2.31.For : 


am /apps! po es judged.As if he had faid; 
ents of God befall uno you, becauſe yourake not 
waycs 4n his ſervice ; for if you did judge and con- 
JEIVES DY rePent "fan would 

nor 
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thus ju on with fuch:chaſtements. | | 
»- Gods dealWwith us to-prevent the cternall evill of the de- 
ſerved puniſhment, is, by ſuch chaſtiſements to free us from- 

being condemned with the world. 4.32. But when (faith he)-we 

, He page, We are chaftened of the Lord, that we ſhould not be con- 
| With the world. As iif he had ſaid, However theſe cha- 
ſtiſementsare juſtly inflited , and qudgements befalling us for 
want of care to judge ourſelves, and ſhew that we deſerve dam. 
nation; yet God doth not infiit them otherwiſe then as a 
Father doth; to rorrect us and-chaſtiſe us in love, that we may 
not be condemned finally with the world. 

Thus he hath inſtruted-them,how every one ſhould inprivate 
behave hinifelf in reſpeR- of this ordinance : Now.in the tws 
laſt verſes. of. the chapter, he. doth inſtruct them alſo how they 
ſhould behave-themlelves in publike ; and referres them to his 
camming,for other matters. . . 

. - Concerning their publike behaviour inthe Church, he ogdains 
£wo things: Firſt, that they ſhould carry one for another, and 
not cat ſeparately ; Secondly, that they ſhould not cat to ſatis- 
fie their hunger, in the church, bur at their houſes, | 
Caoncerning:the firſt he ſaith thus, verſ, 33. Wherefore my 
brethren, When. ye come together to eat, tarry one for another. 
Concerning the ſecogg/ he Sick thus, ver/+34. . 11d if any man 
_ hunger, let him car at home, that ye come not together. unto" ron- 
demmation. . As if he had faid;z Well then, my brethren, letme 
exhort you to celebrate the Ordinance jointly;and nor feverally: 
and to that cfte& ſtay till you are all met together, tocatbread 
as one body and company of Saints; and beware, under painof 
condemnation, \not to-uſe this as an ordinary. meale to latisfie 
your hupger;bucule it only for the cad £0 which Chrilt hath ap- 
poinced ic g and if you be hungry, ſatishe your appetite at-home, 
/}. The reference which he makes of other marters, till his 
comming, is in theſe wards: | The reſt will. 1 ſet in order when 


Is. 


-\|15." ThwsT have done with the Analyſis: and-mean of the 
Text ;-now1ſhall comeco ſome brief Obſervations, to fit them 


eating a: a Y# Tip avoided, 
the ref of their pradtiſe allowed if th af 49 only come pre- 
edly, arid co the end for which Chriſt di ppoint-this ordi- 
nance,” which by the primitive infticution Was + =o RE £0 be 2 
holy. mealc at his table; + © 
hogs forthe outward. nel celebrating this meale 
e regation ,which i is ie We now ok after 
by! met _ eeso thing 
poor | Fhatthe place ry pre IE was the Charch, 
notahoit houſes;  fori 6a 8. hb ſaith; whes-ye corme rogether in 


- the Charch. -& 1, 20. when: ye evm#togetbey im one place. Ergo 
hs. Ce was the Church. From whence we may gather, that 
- feringehe. r place of this ſacred meale was the: Church ; 
jeplace vb :ordinary.meales wasthcir p houſes, and 
1 WW; not lawfull-for them to take-theiror nary-meaſes in the 


church, but only-at:therrjhouſes ; {ns was not fawfull 
eh rae whole meale: at their houſes, but only in the 
that is, at their publike mexti &: for the Holy 
{APPOINCeC Gor apublike — po Sefſe dilproport:- 

are, 15 Noah 6 of God + 

01 uior us not firablero:Chrifts 10fticurion ; 
whl-n.3py oifit 227 4Pp be in a Publike place only, 


ering o 4: Meale, andin thei Church, 


etite even as 
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Corinth did practiſe with the Apoſtles approbarion, and it 15 that 
which we oughe to imitate in them, and in Chriſt himſclf : and 
_ conſequently Kneeling, either at the table or in the pewes, when 

the Elements are to be received, is altogether unſutable bothts 
che Primitive inſtitution, and to the Apoſtolicall obſervation of 


this Ordinance. *#-G \ 


- nn-3e70 chap to eat,and that they are commanded to tarry otic 
for another - 


OO aadery "cerhdins of time orddhorece under the law, 


_ : we are now —_ that, obſervance, be- 
_ ix | which- we are to celebrate 16.4 Il feaſt; 
iGony7,8.! and therefore at alktimes when the gregation 

th think moſt convenient..to Meet rogethier to cab, its ob- 


ſrxable; - 
' From all-which we may gather, has tha Apoſtles did herein 
appoint the Churches to imitate Chriſts praffe- in all things 
were r-to- the ſolemnity of a Meale, for the mani- 
feſtatiori of the fellowſhip, of thaſe that have a right to partake 
of ir,as united cogether in the Lord... So then, the-neerer we 
come to' this praQtiſe , the more we ſhall be conformable to 
the will,” and.anfwer che. i intention of. Chriſt. in this his Ordi, 
narice,” 


"16. Hitherto I have.conſidered Chriſt and; the Apoſttcs Pras 
-and the end and uſe of the Ordinance unto which theis 
iſe was to be ſubordinate and anſwerable :' but becauſe the 
Apoſtle doth referre us in a ſpeciall manner to take notice of 
Chriſt himſelf in this matres, let us look a little-direRtly upon 
Ehriſts. whole aim and (vp ru in the inſtitution of. this ordi- 
-nance,and.ehat we may do this, the things which-in his words 
and .aQtions do. an and. diſcover his intentions, are tobe 
ek uP+ "xp | 
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xn of the" £'0-R' D'S Supper, 


chat: ſhould imitate his -praQtiſe in' his laſt Sy . to keep 
dep his death in their mimd, till his commit 4 
>; -Thirdly,/rhere-is aword of promiſe relating to his comming - 
in, and to: the conjunfiion of' his Diſciples with himin his 

kingdom.. 21at.26.29: T ſay unto you, 1 will not drink henteforth 

of this fruit of the Vine zentill that day when I drink it new With you 

inmy Fathers kixgdome. This promile is mentioned alſo, Mar. 

14-25. and more generally, in Zk.22.16,19. and more diſtin&& 
ly,in ver/:29, 30. where he promfſeth his-diſciples a Kingdome, 
and a priviledge to eat and drink:at his table in hi kingdome, AU 

which doth cleerly intimate,that his intention was by this Ordi- 

nance not only to aſſure them of his comming again, bur of their 

ſociety and: fellowſhip with him, whereof this Mealewas to be 

aticarneſt and demonſtration, So then he did intend that this 
Feaſt upon the ſacrifice of his. Body and Blood, thould he unto 

them not only a means to confirm-their Faith ta his death, and 

in; the effeRts thereof in'the New Teſtament, as a thing paſt,but 

alſo of their hope of the ſtate of life to come. -So that'this Feaſt 

was appointed to demonſtrate-alſp our expeAation of the Feaſt 

which is prepared forthoſethatare to be with the Lambe at his 

wedding ,. Revel: 19. 9.- — 

Fourthly and laſtly , Chriſts ation of ſerving his Diſciples at 
kis laſt meale with them, doth+ſpeat much of his jntenripn to. 
wards them : for he thereby doth not ofily intend to give them 
an example ofhumility, that they ſhould ſerve one another, -as 
he expreſly doth mention ( Fob.13.12:till-17. & Zak22.27.) that 
he did ſerve them ; but this ſervice at bis laſt meale; doth ſpeak 
them-to-be his loving friends and familiars, as 79h:15.25. be calls. 
«hem : Ir doth ſpeak them: his gueſts who did fit at meat at his- 
table, as he declares it Z»k;22.27. and-conſequently ir dothima-" 
Nifeft unto them and usgthat his intention was to ſhew forthunto- 
them, and in their perfons ſo-entertained by him, to give to all 
;his faithfull ſervants by this Ordinance an e of the eſteem 
ASI warren nor dereer of porous in 

is Kingdomes Fos re, viz. Luk 12:37; there is AN Cx 
of the like entertainment z the words arcetheſe : Bleſſed are the 
Cand conſequently faickfull to him in rheic ad z 
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re cteLond oneires "=== 
| remembrance-1s 16: be kept by all.; 
,».that Chriſts intention was towards 
xettl, :an diſciples, by the ſolemnity of the 
ad jon togiveus anaflurance of his lpve & eſteem of us, thar he 
' axcounts-us.45 his friends & familiar gueſts whom he doth honor. 
447- From all -which, chis oneluſion 23s x general rule is to be 

bered in this matter; Namely, | 


all Chriſts 
moſt 


And 0 on the has on manner of AdiiniBention is 

| leaſt warrantable , wet rgpyory Not anſwer and imitate 
_ Chriſt & his Apoſtles praRilſe in the uſe of this ordinance ; 
- not and hold forth any of Chriſts in- 
_— Ne n IT g which is not at all £o accompliſh 
-. nanycomperentmealure, the commandement of celebra- 

{ both of: bdis:Dcath, and of par con- 


hath been hitherto 
hiring, at meat, doth beſt ex- 


abi; arent _ *tethed þ is 
i Acaſtwarrqpeable im/his oy wratnr 
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| The Wattf of the beſt Reformed Churches , in Sy Adm... 
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| which make good this Conclafion ; I (hall adde for a cloſe 
of this Diſcourſe,” a brief Relation of the Praiſe of the beſt 
Refermed Churches; -to- ſhew' how in- their-Publike meetings 
chieOaclaanceSs obſerved by them, | in imitation & remembrance 


of the Lord; 
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for the time of parraking of the Lords rable'; and? it-moſt places 
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not to partake | dottfpexk by way 7 of Exhort/H to rhoſe that 
aretod cometo'the Ordinances geefaring the mſtitation thereof, . 
the way WIN 207 1919/1 How the' wotthy/partakers ihe, and che 
- danperof unworthy partakin ER the t nitent and 
ſcandalous 2rc Wn. Ar to f Gs to dh $67 table, | 

-134This) Exhortation is by forme: delfvertLin the -Pufpr | 
ſome ar'the Table ir telf; by ome it 48 re& our of xs Book wheres 
inehe Concerved Ao Chutch i#eontaititd' ; by others it 
id not: read; due delivered inzfree diſcourſes For altHough 
way ro gta trialy bind their Minifters to 

« hb: Eherd 1s:a-Cable; before the begining dF the Serman, 
eerered wvitlyas clutrelerk upenit; 2nd at thetsd where the 
Miniftieric noir; cho bread and wine is bad prepared, to becon> 
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conventen , theT ; is made. long longer or ſhorter, 
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and Hot vepicar diſtance, 
for people toſit; and to/go in-and ont, and they are ordered by 
heElders to g0.inatthe onvent] of the Table on cath (ide; and 
oor the ocher,eyery's onefollowing his neighbour z and as every 
ne doth he giveth reve Elder ſtanding at the kde 
\whercar he enters, his Token. 
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doth:ſhove the Vellcl! 
ted bread, untothe.reſt along the 
gf pages everyone raking of 3 it as it comes be- 
ell; and'the Elders.of each.fide ſtand behind the 
0 AO Te for the 
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a doth it, when all 
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Siried the-Cup in like manner is 
he Gy hand oae cup, to 


IoThrgg every ane when he bath taſted 
mM; upon the: re bis neighbour, 
_ormantfonkg eting it down again ; _ 


== 9 the Cups to the end 
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